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Section A

Introduction to the Bible

The Bible is made up of 66 separate books, arranged in the orddown on page 2.

The 66 books were written by about 40 di erent authors of manydi erent occupations:
kings, shepherds, prophets, herdsmen, teachers, lawyadsctors, and so on. These au-
thors lived in ten dierent countries and wrote over a 1,600 gar time span in three
di erent languages.

Two testaments

The Bible is divided into two sections: the Old Testament andhe New Testament. A
testament was a covenant or an agreement. So the two parts oB#le simply record two
covenants, each between God and men.

The OIld Testamenttells of events from the creation of man to about 400 years loeé
Jesus Christ was born. It gives God's word as it related padularly to the people of
Israel. The Old Testament was originally written in Hebrew th a few short sections in
Aramaic.

The New Testamentrecords God working with people through his son, Jesus Chridn
the New Testament it becomes clear that God's promises are &l people, not just to
Israelites. The New Testament was originally written in Grek.

Chapters and verses

Each book of the Bible has been divided into chapters and eachapter has been further
divided into verses.

When we give a Bible reference we give the book, chapter andrse& For example,
Jeremiah 30:3 refers to verse three of chapter thirty of the book of Jeremia Some
very short books have only one chapter and so they are refadr® just by verse numbers.
For example,Jude 24{25 refers to verses 24 and 25 of the book of Jude.
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Section A. Introduction to the Bible

Book abbreviations

In references to Bible passages, abbreviations of book nanage often used. Here are the
most common abbreviations.

Ac, Acts Acts of the Apostles| Jude Jude

Am, Amos Amos Kgs, Kin, Ki Kings

Chr, Chron Chronicles Lam Lamentations
Col Colossians Lev Leviticus

Cor Corinthians Lk Luke

Dan Daniel Mal Malachi

Dt, Deut Deuteronomy Mic Micah

Ecc, Eccles Ecclesiastes Mk Mark

Eph Ephesians Mt, Matt Matthew

Est Esther Nah Nahum

Ex, Exo, Exod Exodus Neh Nehemiah
Eze, Ezek Ezekiel Num Numbers
Ezr Ezra Oba, Obad Obadiah

Gal Galatians Pet Peter

Gen Genesis Phm, Philem Philemon
Hab Habbakuk Php Philippians
Hag Haggai Pr, Prov Proverbs
Heb Hebrews Ps, Psa Psalms

Hos Hosea Rev Revelation
Is, Isa Isaiah Rom Romans
Jam, Jms, Jas James Ru, Rth Ruth

Jdg, Judg Judges Sam Samuel

Jer Jeremiah SS, Song, Sol Song of Solomgn
Jn, Joh, Jhn John Th, The, Thess Thessalonians
Job Job Tim Timothy

Joel Joel Tit Titus

Jon, Jnh Jonah Zec, Zech Zechariah
Jos, Josh Joshua Zep, Zeph Zephaniah
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Section B

Famous Bible stories

Here we list some of the famous stories of the Bible to help yaad where they are.

Genesis

Creation of the world Genesis 1
Creation of Adam and Eve Genesis 2
The forbidden fruit in Eden Genesis 3
Cain and Abel Genesis 4
Noah and the Flood Genesis 6{9
The Tower of Babel Genesis 11
Abraham Genesis 12{18
Sodom and Gomorrah Genesis 19
Isaac Genesis 22, 24{27
Jacob Genesis 28{35

Joseph (and the coat of many colours) Genesis 37{50

Going to the promised land

Baby Moses in the bulrushes Exodus 1{2

Moses and the burning bush Exodus 3

The ten plagues Exodus 7{12
Crossing the Red Sea Exodus 14

Israel at Mt Sinai Exodus 19

The ten commandments Exodus 20

The golden calf Exodus 32

Moses sees God's glory Exodus 33{34
Curses and blessings on Israel Deuteronomy 27{28
Joshua and the battle of Jericho Joshua 2, 6
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Section B. Famous Bible stories

Israel

Gideon

Samson

Ruth and Naomi

The boy Samuel
David and Goliath
David ees from Saul
King David

David and Bathsheba
King Solomon

Elijah and the drought
Elisha

Judges 6{8
Judges 13{16
Ruth

1 Samuel 1{3

1 Samuel 17

1 Samuel 19{24, 26
2 Samuel 5{7

2 Samuel 11{12
1 Chronicles 1{9
1 Kings 17{19

2 Kings 2{8, 13

Jonah and the big sh Jonah
God's people in other countries
The su ering of Job Job 1{3
Nehemiah builds the wall Nehemiah 1{6
Esther's banquet Esther 3{9
The ery furnace in Babylon Daniel 3
Writing on the wall Daniel 5
Daniel in the lion's den Daniel 6
Jesus Christ
Matthew Mark Luke John
Jesus is born 1:18 { 2:23 2:1{39
Jesus in the temple 2:40{52
John the Baptist 3 3
Sermon on the mount 5(7
The Lord's Prayer 6:9{13 11:1{4
12 apostles chosen 10 6:12{19.
Jesus rides into Jerusalem 21:1{11 11:1{11 19:28{44
The Last Supper 26:17{30 14:12{26 22:7{39 13:1{18:1

Judas betrays Jesus
Jesus on trial 26:57 { 27:31
Jesus cruci ed 27:32{66
Jesus raised from the dead2s

Jesus goes to heaven

26:14{16; 27:3{10

14:10{11,43{50 22:3{6,47{53 13:21{3(8:1{11

14:53 { 15:20  22:63{23:25 18:12{19:16
15:21{47 23:26{56 19:17{42

16 24 20

16:19{20 24:50{53
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Section B. Famous Bible stories

Miracles of Jesus

The four books called the \gospels" (Matthew, Mark, Luke andohn) each contain records
of the miracles Jesus did. When two or more of them record tharme miracle, they often
record di erent details. So it is useful to read all the recats.

Matthew Mark Luke John
Healing
Man with leprosy 8:2{4 1:40{42 5:12{13
Roman centurion's servant 8:5{13 7:1{10
Peter's mother-in-law 8:14{15 1:30{31 4:38{39
Two men from Gadara 8:28{34 5:1{15 8:27{35
Paralyzed man 9:2{7 2:3{12 5:18{25
Woman with bleeding 9:20{22 5:25{29 8:43{48
Two blind men 9:27{31
Man mute and possessed 9:32{33
Man with a shriveled hand 12:10{13 3:1{5 6:6{10
Man blind, mute and possessed 12:22 11:14
Canaanite woman's daughter 15:21{28 7:24{30
Boy with a demon 17:14{18 9:17{29 9:38{43
Two blind men (one named) 20:29{34 10:46{52 18:35{43
Deaf mute 7:31{37
Man possessed in synagogue 1:23{26 4:33{35
Blind man at Bethsaida 8:22{26
Crippled woman 13:11{13
Man with dropsy 14:1{4
Ten men with leprosy 17:11{19
The high priest's servant 22:50{51
O cial's son at Capernaum 4:46{54
Sick man, pool of Bethesda 5:1{9
Man born blind 9:1{7
Command over the forces of nature
Calming the storm 8:23{27 4:37{41 8:22{25
Walking on the water 14:25 6:48{51 6:19{21
5,000 people fed 14:15{21 6:35{44 9:12{17 6:5{13
4,000 people fed 15:32{38 8:1{9
Coain in the sh's mouth 17:24{27
Fig tree withered 21:18{22 11:12{14,20{25
Catch of sh 5:4{11
Water turned into wine 2:1{11
Another catch of sh 21 :1{11
Bringing the dead back to life
Jairus's daughter 9:18{19,23{25 5:22{24,38{42  8:41{42,49{56
Widow's son at Nain 7:11{15
Lazarus 11:1{44
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Section B. Famous Bible stories

Parables of Jesus

The rst three gospels contain some of the stories Jesus toldthich we call \parables™.
These are stories that contain a lesson; they usually have yn#olic meaning.

Matthew Mark Luke
Lamp under a bowl 5:14{15 4:21{22 8:16; 11:33
Wise and foolish builders  7:24{27 6:47{49
New cloth on an old coat 9:16 2:21 5:36
New wine in old wineskins 9:17 2:22 5:37{38
Sower and the soils 13:3{8,18{23 4:3{8,14{20 8:5{8,11{15
Weeds 13:24{30,36{43
Mustard seed 13:31{32 4:30{32 13:18{19
Yeast 13:33 13:20{21
Hidden treasure 13:44
Valuable pearl 13:45{46
Net 13:47{50
Owner of a house 13:52
Lost sheep 18:12{14 15:4{7
Unmerciful servant 18:23{34
Workers in the vineyard 20:1{16
Two sons 21:28{32
Tenants 21:33{44 12:1{11 20:9{18
Wedding banquet 22:2{14
Fig tree 24:32{35 13:28{29 21:29{31
Faithful and wise servant  24:45{51 12:42{48
Ten virgins 25:1{13
Talents (minas) 25:14{30 19:12{27
Sheep and goats 25:31{46
Growing seed 4:26{29
Watchful servants 13:35{37 12:35{40
Moneylender 7:41{43
Good Samaritan 10:30{37
Friend in need 11:5{8
Rich fool 12:16{21
Unfruitful g tree 13:6{9
Lowest seat at the feast 14:7{14
Great banquet 14:16{24
Cost of discipleship 14:28{33
Lost coin 15:8{10
Lost (prodigal) son 15:11{32
Shrewd manager 16:1{8
Rich man and Lazarus 16:19{31
Master and his servant 17:7{10
Persistent widow 18:2{8
Pharisee and tax collector 18:10{14
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Section B. Famous Bible stories

The early church

Jesus goes to heaven Luke 24, Acts 1
The day of Pentecost Acts 2

A lame man healed Acts 3

Stephen is stoned Acts 6{7

Paul (Saul) on the road to Damascus  Acts 9

Cornelius Acts 10

Paul's rst journey Acts 13:1 { 14:28
Paul's second journey Acts 15:36 { 18:22
Paul's third journey Acts 18:23 { 21:17
Paul is shipwrecked Acts 27
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Section C

Bible timelines

Because the books of the Bible are arranged in sections acting to the style of literature
(law, history, wisdom, etc.), it can sometimes be confusingp t the Bible events into
chronological (time) order. The following table gives the ®oks in chronological groups.
The other charts in this section give more detail and show s@rimportant Bible events
along timelines.

Chronology of Bible books

Early history (before 1500 B.C.)
Genesis, Job

Israel from Egypt to the promised land (1500 { 1400 B.C))
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua

The time of the Judges to King David (1400 { 1000 B.C.)
Judges, Ruth, 1&2 Samuel, 1 Chronicles, Psalms

King Solomon and the divided kingdom (1000 { 605 B.C.)

1 Kings, 2 Chronicles, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solo
mon, 2 Kings, Joel, Jonah, Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Micah,
Nahum, Zephaniah

The captivity in Babylon (605 { 540 B.C.)
Habakkuk, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Obadiah, Daniel,
Ezekiel

The return to Jerusalem (540 {430 B.C.)
Ezra, Haggai, Zechariah, Esther, Nehemiah, Malachi

The life of Jesus (6 B.C. { A.D. 30)
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

The early church (A.D. 30 {95)

Acts, Romans, 1&2 Corinthians, Galatians, EphesiansipPhil
pians, Colossians, 1&2 Thessalonians, 1&2 Timothy, Titus,
Philemon, Hebrews, James, 1&2 Peter, 1,2&3 John, Jude,
Revelation

The Bible Readers' Handbook 9



Section C. Bible timelines

The Bible Readers' Handbook

10



Section C. Bible timelines

Year B.C.

1500 |

1400 {

1300 {

1200 {

1100 {

1000 |

900 {

800 {

700 {

600 {

500 |

400 |

300 {

200 {

100 {

0|

The Bible Prophets

EVENTS

EXODUS

JUDGES

Saul

David
Solomon
Kingdom split

KINGS OF ISRAEL AND JUDAH

Assyrian Captivity of Israel

Babylonian Captivity of Judah

Maccabees

Jesus born

PROPHET

Moses

Samuel

David

Elijah
Elisha, Joel ?

Jonah

Amos

Micah, Isaiah, Hosea
Nahum, Zephaniah

Jeremiah, Habbakuk
Ezekiel, Daniel, Obadiah
Haggai, Zechariah

Malachi

Jesus
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Section D

Maps of Bible lands

Bible lands today.
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Section D. Maps of Bible lands

The following maps show some of the places mentioned in thebR. Add more as you
nd out where they were.
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Section D. Maps of Bible lands

This map shows Israel during the period of the kings. Note tlidsrael was split into two
countries (known as Israel and Judah) during most of this p&rd.
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Section D. Maps of Bible lands

This map shows Israel at the time of Jesus. As you read the Gadp, nd on the map
the places where Jesus went. Also read what he did and said mck place.
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Section D. Maps of Bible lands

This map shows some of the places Paul visited on his journegsd the places where his
letters were sent. Can you match the letters with the names aihe map?

Romans Galatians  Colossians
1 Corinthians Ephesians 1 Thessalonians
2 Corinthians Philippians 2 Thessalonians
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Section E

Bible words

This section gives a glossary of words which are used in thebE but are not in common
use, and words which have special meanings in the Bible.

angel

anoint

antichrist

ark

apostle

a messenger, usually from God.

\Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Go south to the road|the
desert road|that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." (Acts 8:26)

to pour oil on someone's head. This was often done when ap@oig
someone to be king or priest.

\Zadok the priest took the horn of oil from the sacred tent and anointed
Solomon. Then they sounded the trumpet and all the people shated,
“Long live King Solomon!'" (1 Kings 1:39)

See also:Christ , Messiah .

someone opposed to Christ.

\Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the
antichrist is coming, even now manyantichrists have come. This is how
we know it is the last hour." (1 John 2:18)

The Hebrew word for ark means box, chest or con. There are thee
“arks' mentioned in scripture: Noah's ark, which was probdplike a large
oating box; the basket that baby Moses was placed in on the M River;
and the ark of the covenant which was a gold covered box comag the
stone tablets of the law and other sacred items.

\Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood|two and a half cubits long, a cubit
and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high. He overlaid it with pure gold,
both inside and out, and made a gold molding around it."

(Exodus 37:1{2)

a messenger, someone sent.

\I was appointed a herald and anapostle |l am telling the truth, | am not

lyingland a teacher of the one true faith to the Gentiles." (1 Timothy 2:7)
See also:disciple . (Jesus had thousands of disciples but only 12 apos-
tles.)
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Section E. Bible words

atonement

baptism

belief, believe

blasphemy

chapter

cherubim

Christ

the process which brings God and man together again after dias sep-
arated them.

\For this reason [Jesus] had to be made like his brothers in esry way, in
order that he might become a merciful and faithful high prieg in service
to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.”
(Hebrews 2:17)

Related words:
atone: to do something that brings God and man together again

immersion in water as a symbolic act. The Greek word translatl "bap-
tism' originally meant the immersion of a garment in dye to chnge its
colour.

\We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glow of the
Father, we too may live a new life." (Romans 6:4)

Related words:

baptise: to dip a person in water as a symbolic act.
baptist. someone who baptises other people. e.g., John thagist.

seefaith .

profane talk, words slanderously spoken against God.
\And so | tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven." (Matthew 12:31)

Related words:

blaspheme (verb): to speak against God or limit or discredihis
power.

blasphemous (adjective): used of words or behaviour thatvalves
or expresses blasphemy.

short section of the Bible. Except for the book of Psalms, theooks of the
Bible are divided into sections called chapters. Chaptersasubdivided
into verses. See page 1 for more information.

ying creatures which seem to have been used as guards by Gadthe
Old Testament. Cherubim is the Hebrew plural of cherub. It isncorrect
to say \a cherubim".

\After he drove the man out, [God] placed on the east side of tle Garden
of Eden cherubim and a aming sword ashing back and forth to guard
the way to the tree of life." (Genesis 3:24)

anointed; Christ is a Greek word, the translation of the Hebrew word
Messiah
\Are you the Christ , the Son of the Blessed One?" (Mark 14:61)

Related words
Christian: a follower of Jesus Christ.
See also:anoint , Messiah .
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Section E. Bible words

church

circumcise

congregation

covenant

covet

cruci xion

demon

an assembly or gathering of people. In the New Testament it rals
the faithful in Christ. It can be used of all the faithful or of a local
congregation. The church of the New Testament is a group of gae; it
is not a building.

\If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church ; and if he refuses
to listen even to the church , treat him as you would a pagan or a tax
collector." (Matthew 18:17)

See also:congregation .

to cut o the foreskin. Circumcision is the act of circumcisng. Required
of all Jewish males.

\You are to undergo circumcision , and it will be the sign of the covenant
between me and you." (Genesis 17:11)

a group of people gathered together. Congregate means to lgat to-
gether.

\Praise God in the great congregation ; praise theLord in the assembly

of Israel." (Psalm 68:26)

See also:church .

agreement, promise or pledge between two parties. Also ealltestament.

\Christ is the mediator of a new covenant , that those who are called may
receive the promised eternal inheritance|now that he has died to set them
free from the sins committed under the rst covenant ." (Hebrews 9:15)

See alsooath.

to earnestly want material possessions, particularly sornieng belonging
to someone else.

\You shall not covet your neighbour's house. You shall notcovet your
neighbour's wife, ... or anything that belongs to your neighbour.”
(Exodus 20:17)

Related words:

covetous (adjective): having an earnest desire of materiglosses-
sions.
covetousness (noun): earnest desire of material possassio

an ancient Roman method of execution where the victim was bod or
nailed alive to a cross. It resulted in a slow and painful deht

\He had Jesus ogged, and handed him over to becrucied ."

(Matthew 27:26)

Related words:
crucify (verb): to execute by nailing to a cross.

an evil spirit. In the New Testament, people with ilinessesra described
as \having demons". This re ects the medical thinking of theday.
\A man approached Jesus and knelt before him. “Lord, have may on
my son,' he said. "He has seizures and is suering greatly.' .. Jesus
rebuked the demon and it came out of the boy, and he was healed from
that moment.” (Matthew 17:14{18)
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Section E. Bible words

devil a false accuser, someone prone to slander.

\Then Jesus replied, "Have | not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet pne of you
is adevil .'" (John 6:70)

disciple a learner, pupil, student
\When [Saul] came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they
were all afraid of him, not believing that he really was adisciple ."
(Acts 9:26)

Related words:
discipleship: the act of being a disciple.
See alsoapostle .

doctrine something that is believed or taught.
\For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine .
Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great
number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear"
(2 Timothy 4:3)

eternal everlasting, ongoing.
\[Jesus] became the source okternal salvation for all who obey him."
(Hebrews 5:9)

Related words:
eternity: being eternal

exhort Encourage, warn, urge.
\Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you
should abound more and more, just as you received from us howoy ought
to walk and to please God." (1 Thessalonians 4:1)

Related words:
exhortation: words which exhort.

faith belief or trust.

\Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do
not see." (Hebrews 11:1)

Gentile a person who is not a Jew. The New Testament sometimes uses Ward
"Greek' to mean Gentile, even if the person is not actually @ek.
\... but glory, honour and peace for everyone who does good: rst for the
Jew, then for the Gentile ." (Romans 2:10)

See alsopagan

ghost In very old English translations of the Bible, ghost means gfit. In
particular, \giving up the ghost" means to die. The Bible dos not use
‘ghost' to mean a dead person. In fact, the Bible teaches thdead people
are unconscious.
\Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an old
man, and full of years; and was gathered to his people."
(Genesis 25:8 KJV)

See alsoHoly Ghost , spirit .
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god

God

gospel

hallelujah

heathen

hell

holy

Holy Ghost

Holy Spirit

something worshipped other than the true and living God.

\But those who trust in idols, who say to images, “You are ourgods," will
be turned back in utter shame." (Isaiah 42:17)

Related words:
goddess: female god.

the Creator and ruler, the Almighty One.
\In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth."(Genesis 1:1)

good news.

\And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as
a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.". Matthew 24:14

praise God.

\After this | heard what sounded like the roar of a great multi tude in
heaven shouting: Hallelujah ! Salvation and glory and power belong to
our God."" (Revelation 19:1)

Gentiles or pagan nations of the world. Can be an adjective groun,
singular and plural.

\... each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy
and honorable, not in passionate lust like theheathen , who do not know
God." (1 Thessalonians 4:5)

See alsoGentile , pagan.

grave or pit. It is a translation of the Hebrewsheolor the Greekhadesor
Gehenna In the Bible, sheoland hadesboth mean “grave'.Gehennawas
the name of the valley south of Jerusalem which was used forrhbing
the bodies of criminals and other rubbish.

\And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it o and throw it away. It
is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whde body
to go into hell ." (Matthew 5:30)

sacred, set apart, separate.

\Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: "Bénoly because
I, the Lord your God, am holy ."" (Leviticus 19:2)

Related words:
holiness (noun): the quality of being holy.
See alsosanctify .

In the King James (Authorised) translation of the Bible, \Holy Ghost"
is used instead of \Holy Spirit".

\And they were all lled with the Holy Ghost , and began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance." (Acts 2:4KJV)

See alsogghost, spirit .

Seespirit .
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Section E. Bible words

hosanna A Hebrew or Aramaic word meaning \save us".
\They took palm branches and went out to meet [Jesus], shouting, ‘Hosanna !
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is therg of
Israel"" (John 12:13)

idol a false god, or an image of a false god.

idolatry the worship of idols.
\Therefore, my dear friends, ee from idolatry ." (1 Corinthians 10:14)

immortal not able to die, everlasting.
\[God] who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light,
whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honour and might foev
Amen." (1 Timothy 6:16)

Related words:
immortality (noun): the quality of being immortal.

inspired Literally "God-breathed'. The Bible is inspired because Gbguided what
the individual authors wrote.
\All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, so that eveyone who belongs

to God may be pro cient, equipped for every good work.
(2 Timothy 3:16{17 NRSV)

Jehovah seeYahweh .

Jesus the son of God who was born 2000 years ago. His name is the Greek
form of the Hebrew name Joshua, meaning \God is salvation”.

\[Mary] will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the nam e Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 21)

Jew originally, a member of the tribe of Judah. Later, anyone whbved in the
territory of Judah. By 550 BC, it had come to be used for any Iselite.

\To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teach-
ing, you are really my disciples.'" (John 8:31)

jubilee A celebration. Every ftieth year, Israel was to have a \Yearof Jubilee"
when all land was to be rested, all property was to return to g original
owners and all Israelite slaves were to be freed.

\Consecrate the ftieth year and proclaim liberty througho ut the land to
all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you; each one of you is to
return to his family property and each to his own clan." (Leviticus 25:10)

justify to declare a person free from guilt.

justi cation the act of God declaring a person free from guilt and acceptigbto him.
\Just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all ®n, so also
the result of one act of righteousness wagisti cation  that brings life for
all men." (Romans 5:18)

See alsorighteous , sanctify .
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Levite

Lord

LORD

Lucifer

mediate

mediator

meek

Messiah

a member of the tribe of Levi. The Levites were responsible rfehe
administration of worship in Israel. The Israelite priestsvere all Levites,
although not all Levites were priests.

\Whenever the tabernacle is to move, theLevites are to take it down, and

whenever the tabernacle is to be set up, the Levites shall dat.i Anyone

else who goes near it shall be put to death.” (Numbers 1:51)

See alsoypriest .

in the Old Testament, \Lord" is a translation of the Hebrew wad adonai
In the New Testament it is a translation of the Greek wordkyrios. In
both cases, it means master. It can be applied to God or to a hamn
master.

\Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the esurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead." (1 Peter 1:3)

in the Old Testament only. A translation of the Hebrew nameYahweh
(also sometimes written aslehoval). It means \He who is" or \He who
will continue to be", and is God's sacred name.

God also said to Moses, "Say to the Israelites, "TheoRrD , the God of your
fathers|the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob|
has sent me to you." This is my name forever, the name by which bm to
be remembered from generation to generation.'" (Exodus 3:3)

See also:Yahweh .

occurs only in the King James (Authorised) version and New Kg James
Version, and only in Isaiah 14:12. It means \morning-star" ad is a title
given to the King of Babylon (see Isaiah 14:4).

\How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer , son of the morning! how
art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!"
(Isaiah 14:12 KJV)

\How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star , son of the dawn!
You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the ations!"
(Isaiah 14:12 NIV)

to intervene between two others

someone who intervenes between two others to restore peand &iend-
ship.
\For there is one God and onemediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus." (1 Timothy 2:5)

humble, lowly, teachable.
\Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth." (Matthew 5:5)

Hebrew word for anointed; (equivalent to the Greek wordhrist).
\The rst thing Andrew did was to nd his brother Simon and tel | him,
"We have found theMessiah ' (that is, the Christ)." (John 1:41)

See also:anoint , Christ .
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Section E. Bible words

miracle

oath

pagan

parable

Passover

patriarch

Pentecost

a supernatural event.

\Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man acedited by
God to you by miracles , wonders and signs, which God did among you
through him, as you yourselves know." (Acts 2:22)

Related words:
miraculous (adjective): supernatural

a solemn promise supported by an appeal to God or some sacrégeat.
\Saul listened to Jonathan and took this oath : "As surely as thelLord
lives, David will not be put to death." (1 Samuel 19:6)

Related words:
swear: the statement of an oath
See also:covenant .

to worship a god or gods other than the living God of the BibleSome
Bible versions use ‘pagan’ to mean "Gentile'.

\And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not w orry
about it. For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father
knows that you need them." (Luke 12:29{30)

See also:Gentile , heathen .

a short story designed to teach a lesson.

\With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as
they could understand.”" (Mark 4:33)

a feast commemorating the time when Israel was in Egypt and ¢hde-
stroying angel \passed over" the houses of the Israelitesllkig only the
rst-born of the Egyptians.

\This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your
sandals on your feet and your sta in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the
Lord's Passover." (Exodus 12:11)

father and ruler of a family; Abraham and his immediate desoelants.

\Just think how great [Melchizedek] was: Even the patriarch Abraham
gave him a tenth of the plunder.” (Hebrews 7:4)

the second of the three annual Jewish festivals, also call¢ie \feast
of weeks", the \feast of harvest" and the \day of rstfruits". It was
celebrated 50 days after Passover, hence the name Penteedsich means
\ ftieth". The apostles received the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost
after Jesus went to heaven.

\When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from leaven and
lled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what gemed to
be tongues of re that separated and came to rest on each of tha. All of
them were lled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues
as the Spirit enabled them." (Acts 2:1{4)
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Section E. Bible words

Pharisees

priest

prophet

psalm

Psalms

redeem

repent

resurrect

resurrection

a political party or school among the Jews at the time of Chris Their
name means \separated”. Their main purpose was to preservaditional
Judaism. They insisted on a literal interpretation of the lav and in
following the traditions of the elders. These traditions we called the
\oral law" and the Pharisees believed they completed and elgned the
written law.

\Woe to you, teachers of the law andPharisees , you hypocrites! You give

a tenth of your spices|mint, dill and cummin. But you have neg lected

the more important matters of the law|justice, mercy and fai thfulness."

(Matthew 23:23)

See also:Sadducees, scribe.

a representative of the people to God. Under the Law of Moses priest
was a male descendant of Aaron of the tribe of Levi, who perfoed the
necessary duties in congregational worship.

\He is to wash the inner parts and the legs with water, and the priest is

to burn all of it on the altar. It is a burnt o ering, an o ering made by

re, an aroma pleasing to the Lord ". (Leviticus 1:9)

Related words:
priesthood (noun): an order of priests.
See alsolevite .

a person who declared a message received from God. Often thi®lved
foretelling the future, but not always.
\Surely the SovereignLord does nothing without revealing his plan to his
servants the prophets ." (Amos 3:7)

a song of praise.
\Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and
make music in your heart to the Lord." (Ephesians 5:19)

a book of the Bible comprising 150 psalms.

to buy back, especially to pay the required price to secure ¢hrelease
of a convicted crimina. In the New Testament, it often referdéo Jesus
purchasing believers with his own blood.

\[Jesus Christ] gave himself for us toredeem us from all wickedness and
to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to @ what is
good." (Titus 2:14)

Related words:
redemption (noun): deliverance from sin and its conseques

to be sorry, to turn away from (sin).
\Therefore, O house of Israel, | will judge you, each one acaaling to his
ways, declares the Sovereighord . Repent ! Turn away from all your
o0 enses; then sin will not be your downfall." (Ezekiel 18:30

to bring back from the dead

rising from the dead.
\If we have been united with [Jesus] like this in his death, wewill certainly
also be united with him in his resurrection ." (Romans 6:5)
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Section E. Bible words

righteous

Sabbath

sacri ce

Sadducees

saint

salvation

sanctify

(adjective) spiritually correct, faultless, without blame.
\The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and e ective." (James 5:16)

Related words:
righteousness: a righteous action.
See alsojustify .

the seventh day of the week on which Jews did not do their norrhaork,
but “rested'.
\For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and
all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefoe the Lord
blessed theSabbath day and made it holy." (Exodus 20:11)

(verb and noun) to slaughter, kill; symbolically, anythingo ered to God.
\Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and, taking some of all the clean

animals and clean birds, hesacri ced burnt o erings on it."
(Genesis 8:20)

\Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to oer your
bodies as livingsacri ces , holy and pleasing to God|this is your spiritual
act of worship." (Romans 12:1)

a political party among the Jews at the time of Christ. Their rame
means \the righteous". They were the social elite in Israelral denied
the existence of angels and the possibility of life after ddm They also
rejected the oral law. The Sadducees controlled the priestbd during
the time of Jesus.

\But when [John] saw many of the Pharisees andSadducees coming to
where he was baptising, he said to them: “You brood of vipers!Who
warned you to ee from the coming wrath?'" (Matthew 3:7)

See also:Pharisees.

holy one, one of God's people.
\Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints in
Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus." (Ephesians 1:1)

See alsosanctify , sanctuary .

being saved. In the Bible, salvation usually means being sV from the
eternal death that we each deserve because of our sin.
\So Christ was sacri ced once to take away the sins of many peple; and
he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bringsalvation to
those who are waiting for him." (Hebrews 9:28)

See alsosave, saviour .

to set apart, make holy, dedicate, consecrate.
\It is God's will that you should be sanctied : that you should avoid
sexual immorality; ..." (1 Thessalonians 4:3)

Related words:
sancti cation (noun): the action or condition of being sant ed.
See alsojustify .
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Section E. Bible words

sanctuary

Satan

save

saviour

scribe

scripture(s)

seraph

sin

holy place. In the Bible, it usually refers to the Jewish temie or the
inner room in the Jewish temple.
\Now devote your heart and soul to seeking theLord your God. Begin to
build the sanctuary of the Lord God, so that you may bring the ark of
the covenant of theLord and the sacred articles belonging to God into the
temple that will be built for the Name of the Lord ." (1 Chronicles 22:19)

See alsotabernacle , temple .

an opponent or enemy.
\Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me,Satan! You are a stum-
bling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the
things of men.'" (Matthew 16:23)

to rescue from danger. In the Bible, "save' usually means tescue from
eternal death (the consequence of sin).
\Therefore, get rid of all moral Ith and the evil that is so pr evalent and
humbly accept the word planted in you, which cansave you." (James 1:21)

See alsosaviour , salvation .

one who saves.
\But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen." (2 Peter 3:18)

See alsosave, salvation .

a clerk, especially a public servant or secretary. In the NeWestament,
a scribe was one who copied, studied and taught the law.
\So Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to the scribe Baruch son
of Neriah, and as Jeremiah dictated, Baruch wrote on it all the words of
the scroll that Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the re. And many
similar words were added to them." (Jeremiah 36:32)

\They were astounded at [Jesus'] teaching, for he taught then as one
having authority, and not as the scribes." (Mark 1:22 NRSV)

See also:Pharisee .

the written words of the Bible.
\Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know thé&criptures
or the power of God.'" (Matthew 22:29)

Related words:
scriptural (adjective): based on the scriptures.

literally ~ ery creature'. A being with six wings which Isaiah saw in his
vision of the Lord in the temple. Some Bible versions use spram as
the plural of seraph.

\Above him were seraphs, each with six wings; With two wings they

covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and wih two they

were ying." (Isaiah 6:2)

to disobey God's commandments.

\Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness." (1 John 3:4)
Related words:

sinful (adjective): involving sin.

sinner: one who sins.
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Section E. Bible words

soul

spirit

spiritual

swear

synagogue

tabernacle

temple

tempt

temptation

that which breathes, a human being, the feelings and will of human
being. The Bible never speaks of a soul without a body.
\And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed

into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a livingsoul".
(Genesis 2:7 KJV)

\Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength." (Deuteronomy 6:5)

wind or breath. The “spirit' of a person is their inner being ocharacter.
The \Holy Spirit" or \Spirit of God" is God's power and, sometimes, his
character.
\All of them were lled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as theSpirit enabled them." (Acts 2:4)

\So | say, live by the Spirit , and you will not gratify the desires of the
sinful nature." (Galatians 5:16)

having to do with the spirit.
\Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our
Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will keep you strong to tle end,
so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Chris' (1
Corinthians 1:7{8)

seeoath .

the local meeting place and assembly of the Jewish people ithgr New
Testament times.

\Coming to his hometown, [Jesus] began teaching the peopleiitheir syn-
agogue, and they were amazed. "Where did this man get this wisdom and
these miraculous powers?' they asked." (Matthew 13:54)

See alsotemple .

dwelling place, tent, portable temple of worship. The Isrdies used a
tabernacle for worship for about 500 years before building tample. It
is sometimes simply called \the Tent" in the Bible.

\Make the tabernacle with ten curtains of nely twisted linen and blue,

purple and scarlet yarn, with cherubim worked into them by a skilled

craftsman.” (Exodus 26:1)

See alsosanctuary , temple .

sanctuary, place of worship.
\Solomon gave orders to build atemple for the Name of the Lord and a
royal palace for himself." (2 Chronicles 2:1)

See alsosanctuary , synagogue, tabernacle .
to test a person by suggesting that they do something wrong.

being tempted, wanting to do or have something that would beirsful.
\People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into
many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin ard destruc-
tion." (1 Timothy 6:9)

Related words:

tempter: a person who tempts another
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Section E. Bible words

testament

tithe

tongue

tribe

verse

Yahweh

seecovenant .

a tenth part, especially as o ered to God.

\The men of Israel and Judah who lived in the towns of Judah al® brought
a tithe of their herds and ocks and atithe of the holy things dedicated
to the Lord their God, and they piled them in heaps." (2 Chronicles 31:6)

a particular language of any people.

\Cretans and Arabs|we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our
own tongues " (Acts 2:11)

descendants of one of the twelve sons of Jacob. Israelite istycwas
structured around the twelve tribes.

\Moses then wrote down everything the Lord had said. He got up early
the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set
up twelve stone pillars representing the twelvetribes of Israel."

(Exodus 24:4)

See alsolLevite .

a small numbered division of the Bible. Each book of the Biblis divided
into chapters, and each chapter into verses. The divisiontm verses is
simply for convenience. See page 1 for more information.

See alsorchapter .

God's sacred name. It is a Hebrew word meaning \He who is" or &
who will continue to be". It is sometimes written as Jehovahalthough
Yahweh is thought to be closer to the original pronunciation The Jews
never pronounce it for fear of misusing God's name. For thigason, it
has traditionally been replaced byLord in most English translations of
the Bible.

SeelLorD .
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Section F

Books of the Bible

Genesis

Author: Moses

Time: Creation to 1580 BC.

Summary: Genesis means \the beginning" and it is a book of beginningl.records

the creation of the world and the beginning of the nation of Iael. Chap-
ters 12{50 focus on one man, Abraham, and his descendants. rAbam,
his son Isaac and his grandson Jacob are called the patriascbf Is-
rael. Jacob's twelve sons are the beginnings of the twelveltes of Israel.
Through Joseph, one of Jacob's sons, the whole family sestlen Egypt.

Key verses: \God saw all that he had made, and it was very good." (1:31)

\The Lord had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and
your father's household and go to the land | will show you. | Wlimake
you into a great nation and | will bless you ... and all peoplesn earth
will be blessed through you.'" (12:1{3)

Main people: Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph.

1. Early HIStOry ..o e 1:1{11:26
a) Creation 1.1{2:3
b) Adam and Eve in Eden 2:4{25
c) The rst sin and its consequences 3:1{24
d) Cain and Abel 4:1{16
e) Two genealogies 4:17{5:32
f) The great ood 6:1{9:29
g) The spread of nations 10:1{11:26

2. Abraham and his descendants .....................ooo0 ol 11:27{50:26
a) The life of Abraham 11:27{25:11
b) The descendants of Ishmael 25:12{18
c) The life of Jacob 25:19{35:29
d) The descendants of Esau 36:1{37:1
e) The life of Joseph 37:2{50:26
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Section F. Books of the Bible

Exodus

Author: Moses

Time: 1446 BC.

Summary: The title \Exodus" means \going out". It records the great numerical
growth of the Israelites during their enslavement and oppssion in Egypt.
Moses emerges to lead God's people from slavery to the proedidand of
Canaan. At Mt Sinai, God gave Moses the laws which were to forthe
basis for the covenant between God and the new nation of Istad hey
are summarised in the ten commandments. The book concludeghna
description of the worship centred around the Tabernacle dnthe Law
of Moses.

Key verse: \I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptiansnd

to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious landa land
owing with milk and honey" (3:8)

Main people: Pharaoh, Moses and his brother Aaron.

1. The liberation of Israel .......... ... ..ottt L 1:1{18:27
a) Introduction 1:1{7
b) Bondage in Egypt 1:8{22
c) Preparation of the deliverer 2:1{4:31
d) The mission of Moses to Pharaoh 5:2{7:7
e) The plagues in Egypt 7:8{11:10
f) The Passover and the departure of Israel 12:1{15:21
g) Journey to Sinai 15:22{18:27

2. 0srael at Mt Sinal ... e e 19:1{40:38
a) Establishment of the covenant at Sinai 19:1{24:18
b) Directions for the tabernacle and the priesthood 25:1{318
c) The covenant broken and restored 32:1{34:35
d) Building of the tabernacle 35:1{40:38
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Section F. Books of the Bible

Leviticus

Author: Moses

Time: 1445 BC.

Summary: The third book of the Bible takes its name from one of the twekr sons

of Jacob, Levi, whose family was ordained by God to ministeothim as
priests. The book covers the laws of the Jewish people regaglworship
and religious activities, both personal and national. It cotained laws
regarding cleanliness, morality, ethics and hygiene. Anghsacri ce was
introduced as an atonement for the individual and nationaliss of the
people.

Key verses: \Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because | am therd your God.
Keep my decrees and follow them. | am theord , who makes you holy."
(20:7{8)

Main people: The people who bring the o erings (people of God) and the petgwho
sacri ce the o erings (priests).

1. LAWS ON SACII CE ..ttt et e 1:1{7:38
a) The ve main o erings 1:1{6:7
b) Instructions for priests 6:8{7:38
2. Institution of priesthood ............ ... .. .oos ol 8:1{10:20
a) Ordination of Aaron and his sons 8:1{36
b) Aaron's rst sacri ces 9:1{24
¢) Judgement on Nadab and Abihu 10:1{20
3. Uncleanness and its treatment ....................... .. 11:1{15:33
a) Unclean animals 11:1{47
b) Uncleanness of childbirth 12:1{8
c) Unclean diseases and discharges 13:1{15:33
4. Festivals and laws of practical holiness ..............  .......... 16:1{27:34
a) The Day of Atonement 16:1{34
b) Sacri ce and eating blood 17:1{16
c) Moral laws: sexual behaviour, honesty, stealing, idolgt, etc. 18:1{20:27
d) Rules for priests 21:1{22:33
e) Religious festivals 23:1{44
f) Rules for the tabernacle 24:1{9
g) Punishment for blasphemy, murder, etc. 24:10{23
h) Sabbath year, jubilee, land tenure and slavery 25:1{55
i) Blessings and curses for obedience and disobedience 261
j) Regulations for o erings vowed to the Lord 27:1{34
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Section F. Books of the Bible

Numbers

Author: Moses

Time: 1445{1407 BC.

Summary: Numbers is named for the numbering of the people of Israel. Wever,
it was known to the Jewish people as \In the Wilderness", becse it
primarily tells of the forty years of wandering in the wildeness before
entering the promised land. After the exodus from Egypt, thdsraelites
rebelled against God. Because of this rebellion, only two mef all the
adults who left Egypt were to enter into the promised land of @naan.

Key verse: \Whenever the cloud lifted from above the Tent, the Israelies set out;

wherever the cloud settled, the Israelites encamped.” (F1

Main people: Moses, Aaron, Joshua, Caleb, Miriam and the priests.

Lo AL SINal .o e e 1:1{10:10
a) Census of the people 1:1{4.49
b) Purity of the people 5:1{10:10
2. From Sinai to Kadesh ............ ... ... .. .. oiios Lo 10:11{20:13
a) Journeying at God's command 10:11{36
b) Murmuring and discontent 11:1{12:16
c) Exploring Canaan and a lack of faith 13:1{14:45
d) Instructions for the next generation 15:1{41
e) Revolt against God's appointments 16:1{17:13
f) Rules for priests 18:1{19:22
g) The sin of Moses 20:1{13
3. FFom Kadeshto Moab ............c. i 20:14{32:42
a) Journey from Kadesh to Moab 20:14{22:1
b) Balaam's curse turned into a blessing 22:2{24:25
c) Israel goes astray 25:1{18
d) The second census 26:1{65
e) Instructions for the new generation 27:1{30:16
f) War against Midian 31:1{54
g) Settlement of 2% tribes on east of Jordan 32:1{42
4. APPENAIXES .ottt e e 33:1{36:13
a) The stages of the journey 33:1{56
b) Towns for Levites and cities of refuge 34:1{35:34
c) The inheritance for women 36:1{13
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Section F. Books of the Bible

Deuteronomy

Author: Moses

Time: 1407 BC.

Summary: This book has a Greek name meaning \second law" because theoko

contains a repetition of the law recorded in Leviticus. The dok con-
sists of several speeches by Moses, his last major addressdise nation
prior to his death. The speeches were given on the plains of Mwojust
before the nation of Israel entered the promised land of Caaa under
the command of Joshua. At this time only two men were left out fothe
adults who escaped from Egypt. Therefore, the repetition dfie law was
extremely important to the welfare of the new generation.

Key verse: \I have set before you life and death, blessings and cursesow choose
life, so that you and your children may live." (30:19)

Main people: Moses, Joshua

1. Israel's faithlessness and God's care ................ ..o 1:1{4:43
2. The law of MOSES . ...t i e i 4:44{26:19
a) Review of the covenant 4:44{11:32
b) Supplementary requirements 12:1{26:19
3. Curses and blessings ... 27:1{30:20
4. Change of leadership ... 31:1{34:12
a) Joshua to succeed Moses 31:1{29
b) Song of Moses 31:30{32:47
c) Moses' blessings on tribes 32:48{33:29
d) Death of Moses and succession of Joshua 34:1{12
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Section F. Books of the Bible

Joshua

Author: Joshua

Time: 1406{1400 BC.

Summary: Joshua was selected by God to succeed Moses and lead the mano the
promised land of Canaan. The book outlines the conquest andaupation
of Canaan by Israel under his military leadership. God statethat all the
inhabitants of the land were to be utterly destroyed in ordertto assure
spiritual purity and complete devotion to God. This was newe fully
carried out.

Key verse: \Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve ... But a®r me

and my household, we will serve théord ."

Main person: Joshua

(24:15)

1. Entrance into the promised land ......................

a) Exhortations to conquer
b) Spying out Jericho

c) Crossing the Jordan

d) Preparation at Gilgal

2. Conquest of the promised land ........................

a) Initial battles

b) The southern campaign

c) The northern campaign

d) Catalogue of the defeated kings

3. Distribution of the promised land ....................
a) Areas yet to be conquered
b) Territory of the tribes east of the Jordan River
c) Territory for three tribes given at Gilgal
d) Territories of the remaining tribes given at Shiloh
e) Cities for the Levites

4. Tribal unity and loyalty to the Lord ...................
a) Departure of the tribes east of the Jordan River
b) Joshua's farewell address to the leaders of Israel
c) Renewal of the covenant at Shechem
d) Death of Joshua

.......... 1:.1{5:12
1:1{18
2:1{24
3:1{5:1
5:2{12
........ 5:13{12:24
5:13{8:35
9:1{10:43
11:1{23
12:1{24

......... 13:1{21:45
13:1{7
13:8{33
14:1{17:18
18:119:51
20:1{21:45

........ 22:1{24:33
22:1{34
23:6{1
24:1{28
24:29{33
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Section F. Books of the Bible

Judges

Author:

Time:

Summary:

Key verses:

Main people:

Probably Samuel
1400{1100 BC.

After arriving in Canaan, many Israelites became disobedieto God,
partly because of their failure to drive out the inhabitantsof the land.
The book of Judges shows how God raised up leaders to call theatk to
faithfulness and to continue the conquest of the land. It c&rs the period
from the death of Joshua to the establishment of the monarchynder
Saul. The book of Judges closes by setting the stage for theopte's
desire for a human king.

\Whenever the Lord raised up a judge for them, he was with the judge
and saved them out of the hands of their enemies ... But whendhudge
died, the people returned to ways even more corrupt than thesof their
fathers." (2:18{19)

The judges including Deborah, Gideon and Samson.

1. INtroduCtioN ... e 1:1{3:6
a) Israel's failure to purge the land 1:1{2:5
b) God's dealings with Israel's rebellion 2:6{3:6
2. Oppression and deliverance ...............c.iiiiier i, 3:7{16:31
a) Othniel 3:7{11
b) Ehud 3:12{30
c) Shamgar 3:31
d) Deborah 4:1{5:31
e) Gideon 6:1{8:35
f) Abimelech 9:1{57
g) Tola 10:1{2
h) Jair 10:3{5
I) Jephthah 10:6{12:7
j) Ibzan 12:8{10
k) Elon 12:11{12
[) Abdon 12:13{15
m) Samson 13:1{16:31
3. Religious and moral disorder ...............cccoiiiis oo, 17:1{21:25
a) Corruption of doctrine 17:1{18:31
b) Corruption of practice 19:1{21:25
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Ruth

Author: Unknown

Time: Approx 1250 BC.

Summary: The book of Ruth is set in the period of the Judges. It shows than a
time of national decline and immorality, God preserved a renant who
could serve as the core for a future revival. This would be ammplished
in Ruth's descendant, David, from whom the Messiah would cam It
is thought that the book is written after the period of the Judjes and
describes customs of that time period.

Key verse: \Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you g |
will go, and where you stay | will stay. Your people will be my pople
and your God my God." (1:16)

Main people: Ruth, Naomi, Boaz

1. Naomi's family di€S .. ... e 1:1{6

2. Naomi returns from Moab ........ ... 1:6{22

3. Ruth and Boaz meet inthe harvest elds .............. ... L. 2:1{23

4. Ruth goes to Boaz at the threshing oor ............ ... oo ... 3:1{18

5. Boaz arranges to marry RUth ... i e e 4:1{12

6. Naomi blessed with a new family ............ ... e 4:13{22
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1 and 2 Samuel

Author: Possibly Samuel, Nathan and Gad
Time: 1100{970 BC.
Summary: The books of Samuel illustrate Israel's transition from a lose confeder-

ation of tribes to a strong and united nation. It portrays thelife of the
last judge, Samuel, and the anointing of the rst king of Isral, Saul. It
recounts the degenerating reign of Saul and the successionhis throne
of David, a man after God's own heart. In the original Hebrewext, the
books of Samuel were considered one book by the Hebrew s&ib€he
second book begins with the death of Saul and the ascensionDavid
to the throne. The rest of the book records the reign of Davidegard-
ing conquered lands, as well as political intrigues. It cohales with the
blessing of Solomon by David.

Key verses: \We want a king over us. Then we will be like all the other natims,
with a king to lead us and to go out before us and ght our battls.”
(1 Samuel 8:19{20)

\When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, | willraise
up your o spring to succeed you, who will come from your own luty,
and | will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build douse
for my Name, and | will establish the throne of his kingdom faver."
(2 Samuel 7:12{13)

Main people: Eli, Samuel, Saul, David, Abner, Mephibosheth, Uriah, Batbheba,
Nathan, Joab, Amnon, Absalom

1. The early life of Samuel ............................. ... 1 Sam 1:1{7:17
a) The birth and childhood of Samuel 1:1{4:1a
b) The capture and return of the ark 4:1b{7:17

2. Thelifeof Saul ....... ... i i i 8:1{15:35
a) Israel's request for a king 8:1{22
b) Political life of Saul 9:1{12:25
c) War of Independence 13:1{14:52
d) Saul rejected by God 15:1{35

3. Theearly lifeof David ................ccciiiiiiies on. 16:1{2 Sam 5:5
a) David anointed to be king 16:1{13
b) David in the court of Saul 16:14{19:17
c) David in exile 19:18{31:13
d) David, king at Hebron 2 Sam 1:1{4:12
e) David, king at Jerusalem 5:1{5
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4. David as king: accomplishment and glory ...............
a) David conquers Jerusalem and defeats the Philistines
b) David brings ark to Jerusalem
c) God promises David an everlasting dynasty
d) David's victories and o cials
e) David and Mephibosheth

5. David as king: weakness and failure ...................
a) David commits adultery and murder
b) David loses his sons Amnon and Absalom

6. The last days of David
a) The famine
b) Heroic exploits
c) David's psalm
d) Last words of David
e) Heroic exploits
f) Census and plague

........ 5:6{9:13
26
6:1{23
7:1{29
8:1{18
9:1{13

........ 10:1{20:26
10:1{12:31
13:1{20:26

......... 21:1{24:25
21:1{14
21:15{22
22:1{51
23:1{7
23:8{39
24:1{25
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1 and 2 Kings

Author: Unknown

Time: 970{586 BC.

Summary: In the original Hebrew texts, these books were regarded asedmook. The

two books contain the history of the Jewish monarchy from theeath of
David (around 970 BC) to the Babylonian exile (586 BC). Theytace the
division of the Jewish nation into the Kingdom of Judah in thesouth and
the Kingdom of Israel in the north. 1 & 2 Kings record Israel'shistory
from a religious, rather than a civil, viewpoint. As such, itrecords the
religious progress of the nation and sets forth the variougeps in the
moral growth and decay of the kingdom. 1 Kings opens with Isehin its
glory, and 2 Kings closes with Israel and Judah in ruins. Theyspose
of the Book of Kings is to record the lives and characters of ¢hnation's
leaders as a warning and exhortation to all subsequent geagons of
believers.

Key verses: \Be strong, show yourself a man, and observe what theord your God
requires: Walk in his ways, and keep his decrees and commais laws
and requirements ... so that you may prosper in all you do andherever
you go." (1 Kings 2:2{3)

\The Lord rejected all the people of Israel; he aicted them and gave
them into the hands of plunderers, until he thrust them from ks pres-
ence." (2 Kings 17:20)

Main people: David, Solomon, Rehoboam, Nathan, Jeroboam, Ahab, Jezepé&lijah,
Elisha, Jehu, Jeroboam II, Joash, Ahaz, Hezekiah, Isaiah, afiasseh,

Josiah.

1. United kingdom of Solomon ........................... 1 Kings 1:1{12:24
a) Solomon's ascension to the throne 1:1{2:46
b) The wisdom and wealth of Solomon 3:1{4:34
c) Solomon's building activity 5:1{9:9
d) The Golden Age of Solomon 9:10{10:29
e) Solomon's sin, decline and death 11:1{43
f) Rehoboam's succession to the throne 12:1{24

2. Divided kingdom from Jeroboam/Rehoboam to Ahab/Asa ...1 2:25{16:34
a) Jeroboam | of Israel 12:25{14:20
b) Rehoboam of Judah 14:21{31
c) Abijah of Judah 15:1{8
d) Asa of Judah 15:9{24
e) Nadab of Israel 15:25{32
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f) Baasha of Israel
g) Elah of Israel
h) Zimri of Israel
i) Omri of Israel
j) Ahab of Israel

3. Elijah and Elisha from Ahab/Asa to Joram/Jehoshaphat ...

a) Elijah in the reign of Ahab

b) Jehoshaphat of Judah

c) Ahaziah of Israel; Elijah's last prophecy
d) Elijah taken away; Elisha's inauguration
e) Elisha in the reign of Joram

4. Divided kingdom from Joram/Jehoram to exile of Israel ...

a) Jehoram of Judah

b) Ahaziah of Judah

c) Jehu's revolt and reign

d) Athaliah and Joash of Judah; repair of temple
e) Jehoahaz of Israel

f) Jehoash of Israel; Elisha's last prophecy
g) Amaziah of Judah

h) Jeroboam Il of Israel

1) Azariah of Judah

j) Zechariah of Israel

k) Shallum of Israel

[) Menahem of Israel
m) Pekahiah of Israel

n) Pekah of Israel

0) Jotham of Judah

p) Ahaz of Judah

g) Hoshea of Israel

r) Exile of Israel; resettlement of land

5. Judah from Hezekiah to Babylonian exile ...............

a) Hezekiah

b) Manasseh

c) Amon

d) Josiah

e) Jehoahaz: exiled to Egypt

f) Jehoiakim: rst Babylonian invasion

g) Jehoiachin: second Babylonian invasion
h) Zedekiah

i) Babylonian exile of Judah

j) Jehoiachin in Babylon

15:33{16:7
16:8{14
16:15{20
16:21{28
16:29{34
17:1{2Ki 8:15
17:1{22:40
22:41{50
22:51{2Ki 1:18
2Ki 2:1{18
2:19{8:15

... 8:16{17:41

8:16{24
8:25{29
9:1{10:36
11:1{12:21
13:1{9
13:10{25
14:1{22
14:23{29
15:1{7
15:8{12
15:13{16
15:17{22
15:23{26
15:27{31
15:32{38
16:1{20
17:1{6
17:7{41

...... 18:1{25:30

18:1{20:21
21:1{18
21:19{26
22:1{23:30
23:31{35
23:36{24:7
24:8{17
24:18{20
25:1{26
25:27{30
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1 and 2 Chronicles

Author:
Time:

Summary:

Key verses:

Main people:

Probably Ezra
1050{536 BC.

Like the books of Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles were originally oneolok ac-
cording to Jewish tradition. The Chronicles were written toremind the
nation of their entire history, and of their position among ther nations.
However, the Chronicles are not simply a repeat of the histpralready
recorded in the books of Samuel and Kings. The books emphasthe
history of priestly worship from the death of Saul to the end fothe Baby-
lonian captivity. The Chronicles contain more of the relatnship of kings
to the worship of God than do the books of Kings. The history othe
Northern Kingdom is omitted from the Chronicles because thBorthern
Kingdom had no bearing on the development of true worship of @l in
Jerusalem.

\David ... said to Solomon his son, 'Be strong and couragequand do
the work. Do not be afraid or discouraged, for théord God, my God,
is with you'" (1 Chron 28:20)

\But will God really dwell on earth with men? The heavens, eve the
highest heavens, cannot contain you. How much less this telad have
built! (2 Chron 6:18)

David, Solomon, rulers of Judah

1. GeNealOgIeS ..o e e 1:1{9:44
a) Patriarchs 1.1{54
b) Judah 2:1{4:23
c) Simeon 4:24{43
d) Tribes east of the Jordan River 5:1{26
e) Levi 6:1{81
f) Six other tribes 7:1{9:44

2. Thereign of David ........ ... i 10:1{29:30
a) The death of Saul 10:1{14
b) David's rise 11:1{20:8
c) David's latter days 21:1{29:30

3. The reign of Solomon ........... .. ..., .. 2 Chron 1:1{9:31
a) Solomon's inauguration 1:1{17
b) Solomon's Temple 2:1{7:22
c) Solomon's Kingdom 8:1{9:31
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4. The kingdom of Judah ......... ... ... i i 10:1{36:23
a) The division of the kingdom 10:1{11:23
b) Rehoboam 12:1{16
c) Abijah 13:1{22
d) Asa 14:1{16:14
e) Jehoshaphat 17:1{20:37
f) Jehoram and Ahaziah 21:1{22:9
g) Joash 22:10{24.27
h) Amaziah 25:1{28
i) Uzziah 26:1{23
j) Jotham 27:1{9
k) Ahaz 28:1{27
[) Hezekiah 29:1{32:33
m) Manasseh 33:1{20
n) Amon 33:21{25
0) Josiah 34:1{36:1
p) Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah 36:2{14
q) Exile 36:15{23
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Ezra

Author: Ezra

Time: 538{457 BC.

Summary: Ezra covers the events of the Jews returning from the Babyl@n captiv-
ity. The decline of Babylon and its eventual overthrow by thePersians
brought about this return to Jerusalem. The Jews are numbedeand al-
lowed to return to Judah to rebuild the Temple. Samaritan agstance is
rejected and their opposition is a contributing factor to tre slow progress
of the Temple construction. Despite the delays, the Temple icompleted
and dedicated during this period.

Key verse: \The Lord our God has been gracious in leaving us a remnant and
giving us a rm place in his sanctuary, and so our God gives I to our
eyes and a little relief in our bondage.” (9:8)

Main person: Ezra

1. The exiles return from Babylon ....................... .. ... ..... 1:1{2:70

a) The decree of Cyrus 1:1{4

b) Preparations for the journey 1:5{11

c) Those who returned 2:1{70
2. Temple building begins ... 3:1{4:23

a) The altar and the foundation 3:1{13

b) Opposition to the work 4:1{23
3. The building completed ........... ... it 4:24{6:22

a) Work resumed 4:24{5:5

b) Tattenai's letter to Darius 5:6{17

c) Decrees of Cyrus and Darius 6:1{12

d) The Temple nished 6:13{22
4. Ezra's journey to Jerusalem ............. ... .. oo i 7:1{8:36

a) Ezra introduced 7:1{10

b) Letter of Artaxerxes to Ezra 7:11{28

c) The journey to Jerusalem 8:1{36
5. Ezra's reforms ... ..o e 9:1{10:44

a) The o ence of mixed marriages and Ezra's prayer 9:1{15

b) The abandonment of mixed marriages 10:1{17

c) List of those with foreign wives 10:18{44
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Nehemiah

Author: Nehemiah

Time: 445{432 BC.

Summary: The book begins with Nehemiah returning from Babylon as gokor of
Judah. He plans and oversees the rebuilding of the wall of dsalem
despite discouraging opposition, and disunity within the éwish popula-
tion. The wall is completed and more exiles are returned ancgistered
as Jewish citizens. Nehemiah's dedication to God drives hito make
several religious reforms including a public reading of theaw and ar-
rangements for worship.

Key verse: \So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the people

worked with all their heart." (4:6)

Main people: Nehemiah, Ezra, Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem

1. Nehemiah's arrival in Jerusalem ..................... ... ..., 1:1{2:20
a) Tragic news from Jerusalem, and Nehemiah's prayer 1:1{11
b) The granting of Nehemiah's request 2:1{8
c) Nehemiah's survey of the walls, and his report 2:9{20
2. The building of the wall ............. . . iiiiiiis 3:1{7:3
a) The workmen and their tasks 3:1{32
b) The opposition of enemies 4:1{23
c) Nehemiah's social reforms 5:1{19
d) The wall nished despite opposition 6:1{7:3
3. Listof exiles ... e 7:4{73a
4. Ezra's preaching and reforms ................. ... ... L. 7:73b{10:39
a) The reading and observance of God's Law 7:73b{8:18
b) A public confession and covenant 9:1{10:39
5. Lists of inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem ............  ....... 11:1{12:26
a) New residents of Jerusalem 11:1{24
b) New residents of Judah 11:25{36
c) List of priests and Levites 12:1{26
6. Dedication of walls and organisation of temple services .  ........ 12:27{47
7. Nehemiah's second administration ...................  ............ 13:1{31
a) Abuses during his absence 13:1{5
b) Nehemiah's return to Jerusalem 13:6{9
c) Reorganisation and reforms 13:10{31
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Esther

Author: Not known

Time: Approx 460 BC.

Summary: Esther is regarded as a historical book, written during the griod of the
captivity. It records the plot of Haman, the Prime Minister to the Persian
king, to exterminate the Jewish race. This plot is foiled by Bther, the
Queen of Persia, who was a Jew. This book gives us the origintbé
Feast of Purim.

Key verse: \If you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance fo the Jews will

arise from another place, but you and your father's family i perish.
And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such time
as this?" (4:14).

Main people: Vashti, Esther, Mordecai, Haman, Ahasuerus (Xerxes)

©COoONoOh~wWNE

Vashti dIVOrCed .. ... 1:1{22
Esther made queen ... 2:1{18
Mordecai UNCOVEIS @ CONSPIFACY ... urve ettt et i e i e vt aiee e 2:19{23
Haman's plot against the JEWS ....... ...t i 3:1{15
Mordecai persuades Estherto help ... 4:1{17
Esther's rst banquet .......... i e 5:1{8
Haman's rage against Mordecai .............ouviriiimmieiieiiniennennn. 5:9{14
Haman humiliated before Mordecai .............cooiiimiiiiiiii ... 6:1{14
Esther's second banquet, Haman hanged ................ ... ... ... ... ..., 7:1{10
Mordecai's COUNLEI-0BCIEE .. ... ...ttt it s e e e eaees 8:1{17
. The Jews victorious and the institution of Purim ............................ 9:1{32
. Mordecai promoted ... i e e 10:1{3
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Job

Author: Possibly Moses

Time: Apparently around 1500 BC.

Summary: Job is the rst poetic book of the Old Testament. It relates the anguish
of a righteous man as he and his friends struggle to explaindfa iction
which has befallen Job and has stripped him of his wealth, hfamily,
and his health. The dialogue continues between Job and hiseinds as
each presents his opinion on the reasons behind such trouhle
The purpose of the book of Job is to grapple with the questionf avhy
good people sometimes su er. God promises that he will blettge faith-
ful. Job agonises over the apparent exceptions. The book ctudes that
ultimately the reason behind much su ering is known only to @&d.

Key verses: \As surely as God lives, who has denied me justice ... as long bhave
life within me, the breath of God in my nostrils, my lips will not speak
wickedness, and my tongue will utter no deceit." (27:2{4)

Main people: Job, his family, his friends (Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar), Elhu

1. Aiction of JOb ... ..o e 1:1{2:13

a) Description of Job 1.1{5
b) Aiction of Job 1:6{2:10
c) Arrival of Job's three friends 2:11{13
2. Debates between Job and his three friends ..............  ....... 3:1{31:40
a) First cycle of debate 3:1{14:22
b) Second cycle of debate 15:1{21:34
c) Third cycle of debate 22:1{31:40
3. The speeches of Elihu ............................... ... ... ... 32:1{37:24
4. Restoration of JOb ........ .. e 38:1{42:17
a) God's rst challenge to Job 38:1{40:2
b) Job's response 40:3{5
c) God's second challenge to Job 40:6{41:34

d) Job's submission and renewed prosperity

42:1{17
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Psalms

Author: David, Asaph (David's choir leader), sons of Korah (a familyof musi-
cians) and others.

Time: 1000{700 BC.

Summary: The Psalms are divided into ve books, each according to a spe clas-
si cation. The Psalms are a form of Hebrew poetry, many of whh were
accompanied by music. The content of the Psalms includes jpitecy,
praise to God and visions of the future Kingdom and its glory.David
is named as author of approximately half of the Psalms. A haial of
other men are responsible for approximately 15, while the thors of the
remaining Psalms are unnamed.

Key verses: \Shout for joy to the Lord , all the earth. Worship the Lord with
gladness; come before him with joyful songs."

Book Main author/collector Psalms

1 David 1{41
2 David, sons of Korah 42{72
3 Asaph 73{89
4 Unknown 90{100
5 David, unknown 107{150

Where to nd Psalms of;

Instruction 1; 19; 39

Praise 8; 29; 93; 100

Thanks 30; 65; 103; 107; 116
Repentance 6; 32; 38; 51; 130
Trust 3; 27; 31; 46; 56; 62; 86
Distress 4: 13; 55; 64; 88

Hope 42; 63; 80; 84, 137
History 78; 105; 106
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Proverbs

Author: Solomon and others

Time: 1000{700 BC.

Summary: Proverbs is a collection of wise sayings from several sowgcécluding
King Solomon, laying practical rules for right living basecn godly wis-
dom. The sayings deal with many dierent problems and situabns.
Most of the proverbs are very short and easy to remember. Theqverbs
are not organized in a way which puts all the sayings on one tapto-
gether. Instead, almost every verse raises a new and impartadea.
Proverbs presents the idea that humans are either good or kwvise or
foolish, with God or without him. Both are known by their deed, their
\fruits", their chosen \ways" in life and their tting ends.

Key verse: \The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the
Holy One is understanding.” (9:10)

1. Superiority of the way of wisdom ...................... ... 1:1{9:18

a) Introduction 1:1{7
b) Appeals and warnings for the young 1:8{33
c) Commendation of wisdom 2:1{4:27
d) Warnings against folly 5:1{7:27
e) Appeals to youth 8:1{9:18

2. Main collection of Solomon's proverbs ................  ........ 10:1{22:16

3. The thirty sayings of the wise ........................ ... ..... 22:17{24:22

4. Additional sayings of the wise ....................... ... ... 24:23{24

5. Hezekiah's collection of Solomon's proverbs ..........  ......... 25:1{29:27

6. The words of Agur ... i e i 30:1{33

7. The words of Lemuel ... ... e 31:1{9

8. Theideal wife ......... . i i e 31:10{31

The Bible Readers' Handbook 51



Section F. Books of the Bible

Ecclesiastes

Author: Solomon
Time: 960 BC.
Summary: Ecclesiastes is a philosophical book looking at the futijitof life without

God. It was written by Solomon from his perspective as a man whad
opportunity to experience everything life could o er. He cocludes that,
without God, life would be meaningless; all his worldly posssions and
all the pleasures possible would amount to nothing. The colusion of
the book is that man should fear God and obey his commandments

Key verse: \Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matteFear God
and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.'(12:13)

1. The futility of human e orts without God ............... ..., 1:1{11
2. The test of practical experience ...........coiiiiiee i, 1:12{2:26
3. Men's opportunity limited by time .......... ... i 3:1{22
4. Human futility greatly increased by oppression ..............coooiviiiii... 4:1{16
5. Futility of InSINCere WOorship ...t i 5:1{9
6. Futility Of riChes ... .o 5:10{6:2
7. Futility of human desires ...... ... i 6:3{11:6
8. Advice and warning to Youth ......... ... 11:7{12:8
9. Conclusion: reverently trust in and obey God ........ ..o, 12:9{14
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Song of Solomon

Author: Solomon
Time: About 960 BC.
Summary: This song is a poem in the form of a conversation about the woad

of sexual love. It depicts the beauty of love between a man (@oably
Solomon) and a woman (probably one of Solomon's queens) whaevel-
ops into a mature undying relationship. Many people interpet it as an
allegory of God's love for his people or the relationship be&een Christ
and his church. The basic message is the purity and sacrednes love.

It is a kind of love song in which the man and the woman take tum
in singing about their love for the other. There is also a chaos sung
by a group of their friends. The speeches and events descdb@o not
necessarily follow in chronological order.

Key verse: \Love is as strong as death, its jealousy unyielding as theave. It burns
like blazing re, like a mighty ame."” (8:6)

Main people: The lover (the man), the beloved (the woman), friends.

1. The beginning of love ........ .. .. it 1:.1{5:1

a) The wedding day 1.1{2:7
The beloved in the palace (1:1{8)
At the banquet table (1:9{14)
In the bridal chamber (1:15{2:7)

b) Re ections on a courtship 2:8{3:5
A springtime visit (2:8{14)
The little foxes (2:15{17)
A dream: on counting the cost (3:1{5)

c) The wedding day (continued) 3:6{5:1
The wedding procession (3:6{11)
The wedding night (4:1{5:1)

2. The development of oneness ...t iiiiiin... 5:2{8:14

a) A dream of love refused 5:2{8:4
The dream (5:2{8)
A change of attitude (5:9{6:3)
The return of the lover (6:4{10)
The beloved in the garden (6:11{13a)
The dance of the beloved (6:13b{8:4)

b) A vacation in the country 8:5{14
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Isaiah

Author: Isaiah

Time: 740{690 BC.

Summary: Isaiah ministered in the southern kingdom of Judah during té reigns of
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. He deals with the comingdge-
ment on Judah due to its idolatry and wickedness. He urges thengs
and the people to put their trust in God rather than in alliances with
other nations. He comforts his people with the realisatiorhtat God loves
those who are faithful to him and keep his commandments. He egaks
of the future Messiah who would come to redeem the nation andstore
the Kingdom.

Key verse: \For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the governme will

be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counseldighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace." (9:6)

Main people: Isaiah; the kings of Judah: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezelkia

THE BOOK OF JUDGEMENT ......... ...t

1. Rebuke and promise ...ttt
a) Rebellion confronted with judgement and grace
b) Punishment for sin as preparation for glory
¢) Judgement and exile in store for the nation
d) Isaiah's unigue commission from God

2. Prophecies about Judah .............................
a) Ahaz warned not to fear the Arameans and Israelites
b) Isaiah's son and David's son
c) Judgement against Israel
d) Assyrian empire crushed; glorious empire to come

3. Judgement against the nations .......................
a) Against Babylon and its ruler
b) Against Philistia
c) Against Moab
d) Against Aram and Israel
e) Against Cush
f) Against Egypt
g) Against Babylon
h) Against Edom
I) Against Arabia
j) Against Jerusalem

........... 1:1{6:13
1:1{31
2:1{4:6
5:1{30
6:1{13

............ 7:1{12:6
7:1{25
8:1{9:7
9:8{10:4
10:5{62

......... 13:1{23:18
13:1{14:27
14:28{32
15:1{16:14
17:1{14
18:1{7
19:1{20:6
21:1{10
21:11{12
21:13{17
22:1{25
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k) Against Tyre

4. Judgement and pPromiSe ...........cooiiieeeiininnnnnn.
a) Universal judgement upon universal sin
b) God praised as deliverer and comforter of Zion
c) Oppressors to be punished but God's people preserved

5. Six woes upon unbelievers ............ ... o i
a) Woe to Ephraim (Samaria) and to Judah
b) Woe to Jerusalem
c) Woe to those who rely on foreign alliances
d) Woe to the obstinate nation
e) Woe to those who rely on Egypt
f) Woe to Assyrialbut blessing for God's people

6. More prophecies of judgement and promise ..............
a) Destruction of the nations
b) Blessing on the way of holiness

7. Historical interlude ..............................  ....
a) Jerusalem preserved from Assyrian threat
b) God extends Hezekiah's life
c) The Babylonian exile predicted

THE BOOK OF COMFORT ...

8. The deliverance and restoration of Israel .............
a) Comfort for God's people
b) The Lord's servant
c) The regathering and renewal of Israel
d) The only God
e) The Lord's exhortations to his people

9. The servant's ministry and Israel's restoration .......
a) The call and mission of the servant
b) The restoration of Zion
c) Israel's sin and the servant's obedience
d) Everlasting salvation for Zion
e) The su ering and glory of the Lord's servant
f) The future glory of Zion
g) The Lord's call to salvation
h) The condemnation of the wicked in Israel

10. Everlasting deliverance and everlasting judgement ...
a) False and true worship
b) Zion's confession and redemption
C) Zion's peace, prosperity, restoration and glory
d) Prayer for divine deliverance
e) The Lord's answer: mercy and judgement

23:1{18

......... 24:1{27:13
24:1{23
25:1{26:21
313

......... 28:1{33:24
28:1{29
29:1{14
29:15{24
30:1{33
31:1{32:20
33:1{24

..... 34:1{35:10
34:1{17
35:1{10

.......... 36:1{39:8
36:1{37:38
38:1{22
39:1{8

......... 40:1{48:22
40:1{41:29
42:1{25
43:1{44:5
44:6{47:15
48:1{22

......... 49:1{57:21
49:1{7
49:8{26
50:1{11
51:1{52:12
52:13{53:12
54:1{17
55:1{56:8
56:9{57:21

........ 58:1{66:24
58:1{14
59:1{21
60:1{68
63:7{64:12
65:1{66:24
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Jeremiah

Author:
Time:

Summary:

Key verse:

Main people:

Jeremiah and Baruch
630{575 BC.

Jeremiah warns of the impending attack by Babylon that wouldlestroy
Jerusalem and enslave the Jews. He urges Jerusalem to turonfr its
wicked ways, but there is no response. He further warns of ttelse
prophets who are leading the people astray. He urges the lIglitges to
submit to the Babylonian authority as the instrument of Gods judge-
ment. They reject his warnings, persecute him, and imprisohim. The
people are carried away to Babylon, leaving Jeremiah and awfeothers
in Jerusalem. He predicts that the captives will return afte 70 years to
rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple.

\If you do not listen, | will weep in secret because of your pde; my eyes
will weep bitterly, over owing with tears, because the Lorés ock will
be taken captive." (13:17)

Jeremiah; important kings: Manasseh, Josiah, Zedekiah.

1. The prophet's call .........ccoo i e 1
2. Prophetic oracles against Jerusalem and Judah .........  ............ 2{35
a) Early discourses 2{6
b) Temple message 7{10
c) Covenant and conspiracy 11{13
d) Messages concerning the drought 14{15
e) Disaster and comfort 16:1{17:18
f) Command to keep the Sabbath holy 17:19{27
g) Lessons from the potter 18{20
h) Condemnation of kings, prophets and people 21{24
I) Foretelling the Babylonian exile 25{29
j) Promises of restoration 30{33
k) Historical appendix 34{35
3. Suerings and persecutions of Jeremiah ............... ... ... ... 36{38
a) Burning Jeremiah's scroll 36
b) Imprisoning Jeremiah 37{38
4. The fall of Jerusalem and its aftermath ................ ... ......... 39{45
a) The fall itself 39
b) Appointment of Gedaliah as governor and his assassinatio 40:1{41:15
c) Migration to Egypt 41:16{43:13
d) Prophecy against those in Egypt 44
e) Historical appendix: promise to Baruch 45
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5. Prophecies against the nations ...................... . . .o 46{51
a) Against Egypt 46:1{28
b) Against Philistia 47:1{7
c) Against Moab 48:1{47
d) Against Ammon 49:1{6
e) Against Edom 49:7{22
f) Against Damascus 49:23{27
g) Against Arabia 49:28{33
h) Against Elam 49:34{39
I) Against Babylon 50{51

6. Historical appendixX ............iiiiiii e 52
a) Judah's fall and captivity 52:1{30
b) Jehoiachin set free 52:31{34
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Lamentations

Author: Jeremiah

Time: 580 BC.

Summary: Lamentation means \an expression of su ering". In this bookJeremiah

expresses his sorrow regarding the fall of Jerusalem and tbaptivity

of the nation at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar's army. The bodadte-
scribes and explains the a ictions brought against the cityof Jerusalem
as well as surrounding nations who sco ed at Jerusalem's action. He
emphasises that this is the result of divine judgement for #sins of the
people. The book underlines lessons that Jerusalem shouddin from
its a ictions: the vanity of glory, leadership and pride.

The entire book is poetic. Each of its ve laments contains 2¥erses
(except the third which has 66 = 3 times 22) re ecting the numler of
letters in the Hebrew alphabet. The rst four laments are alpabetic
acrostics (the verses of which begin with successive letef the Hebrew
alphabet).

Key verse: \How deserted lies the city, once so full of people! How like &idow is

she, who once was great among the nations! She who was queeonram
the provinces has now become a slave." (1:1)

abkhwbhPE

Jerusalem's misery and desolation ......... ... ... 1:1{22
The Lord's anger against his people ... meiiii i 2:1{22
Judah's complaint|and basis for consolation ..................... ... 3:1{66
The contrast between Zion's past and present .........coeooiiiiiiieeiinn... 4:1{22
Judah's appeal for God's forgiveness ...........c.oivee i, 5:1{22
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Ezekiel

Author: Ezekiel

Time: 593{560 BC.

Summary: This book records the activity of the prophet Ezekiel who ligd in Baby-

lon during the Jewish exile. His message was directed to ésll captives
and to Jews still present in Palestine. Both groups refusea tlisten and
remained unwilling to accept the rule of Babylon. Ezekiel g@xessed his
message through a number of enacted parables. He proclaintlee good
news to the exiles that Israel, after being punished, wouldebrestored
and God's kingdom would be established. This yet future kirdpm will
last forever and God's people will never again be cast out.

Key verses: \O my people, | am going to open your graves and bring you up fro
them; | will bring you back to the land of Israel ... | will put my Spirit
in you and you will live." (37:12,14)

Main person: Ezekiel

1. Prophecies against Judah and Jerusalem ...............  ........ 1:1{24:27
a) Introduction: The call of Ezekiel 1:1{3:27
b) Symbolic acts showing the siege of Jerusalem 4:1{5:17
c) Oracles explaining divine judgement 6:1{7:27
d) Vision of the corrupted temple 8:1{11:25
e) Symbolic acts showing Jerusalem's exile 12:1{28
f) Oracles explaining divine judgement 13:1{24:27
2. Oracles against foreign nations ...................c ciiiiin... 25:1{32:32
a) Ammon 25:1{7
b) Moab 25:8{11
c) Edom 25:12{14
d) Philistia 25:15{17
e) Tyre 26:1{28:19
f) Sidon 28:20{26
g) Egypt 29:1{32:32
3. Prophecies of the restoration of Israel ...............  .......... 33:1{39:29
a) The watchman 33:1{33
b) The Lord as the good shepherd 34:1{31
c) Oracles against Edom 35:1{15
d) Israel to be restored and made fruitful 36:1{37:28
e) The nal battle 38:1{39:29
4. Vision of the new temple ........... .. .. i i i e 40{48
a) Description of the new Temple 40:1{43:27
b) Duties and land allotment 44{48
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Daniel

Author:
Time:

Summary:

Key verse:

Main people:

Daniel
605{535 BC.

The rst half of the book of Daniel tells the story of Daniel, aJewish
captive in Babylon who becomes a senior administrator in thempire.
The second half of the book predicts the destiny of two opposgj pow-
ers: The Kingdom of Men and the Kingdom of God, teaching thatthe
Most High rules in the Kingdom of Men". Daniel's prophecies enerally
do not deal with Israel, but the nations that control Israel. Daniel con-
tains prophecies that span the time from Daniel's day until he coming
kingdom of God.

\In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kindom that
will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another peoplelt will crush
all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itselfendure
forever." (2:44)

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego; Babylonian kings Neinadnez-
zar and Belshazzar; Persian king Darius.

1. Prologue: the Setting ... e 1
a) Daniel and his friends taken captive 1:1{7
b) The young men are faithful 1:8{16
c) The young men are promoted to high positions 1.17{21
2. The destinies of the nations of the world ............... ... ........... 2{7

a) Nebuchadnezzar's dream of a large statue
b) Nebuchadnezzar's gold image 3
c) Nebuchadnezzar's dream of an enormous tree

d) Belshazzar's and Babylon's downfall 5
e) Daniel's deliverance 6
f) Daniel's dream of four beasts 7
3. The destiny of the nation of Israel .................... ... .......... 8{12

a) Daniel's vision of a ram and a goat 8
b) Daniel's prayer and his vision of the 70 \sevens"

c) Daniel's vision of a man 10:1{11:1
d) Daniel's vision of the kings of the south and the north 11{a5
e) The end times 12
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Hosea

Author: Hosea

Time: 755{710 BC.

Summary: The book of Hosea describes the patience of God towards thée#ious
and unfaithful northern kingdom of Israel. However, it is mde clear to
the Israelites that God will punish anyone who remains rebleus. God
ordered Hosea to marry an adulterous wife, Gomer. This wasrsiolic
of God's relationship with Israel.

Key verse: \The Lord said to [Hosea], Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and

children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of thvilest adultery
in departing from the Lord .'" (1:2)

Main people: Hosea, Gomer.

1. The unfaithful wife and the faithful husband ........... ... ....... 1:1{3:5
a) Hosea's wife and children 1.1{2:1
b) Judgement on faithless Israel 2:2{13
c) The restoration of faithless Israel 2:14{23
d) Hosea's redemption of his faithless wife 3:1{5
2. The unfaithful nation and the faithful God ............. ......... 4:1{14:9
a) Israel's unfaithfulness 4:1{6:3
b) Israel's punishment 6:4{10:15
c) The Lord's faithful love 11:1{14:9
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Joel

Author: Joel

Time: Unknown. The two most likely dates are about 830 BC or about ®0
BC. In either case, its message is not signi cantly a ectedpits dating.

Summary: The book of Joel begins by describing a devastating swarm afclusts

which causes national disaster to the agriculture of Israeloel calls the
nation of Judah to a day of repentance. The last portion of thdook
is concerned with events associated with the \Day of the Lofd The
message is that, if Judah repents, God will richly bless theand forgive
them.

Key verses: \I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughtes will
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men wilee
visions ... And everyone who calls on the name of theord will be
saved." (2:28,32)

1. The locust plague as a foretaste of the Day of the Lord .....  ..... 1:1{2:17
a) The calamity 1:1{20
b) The scourge as the forerunner of the judgement day 2:1{17
2. The averting of judgement and bestowal of blessings .....  ...... 2:18{3:21
a) The Lord's restoration of Judah 2:18{27
b) The outpouring of the Holy Spirit 2:28{32
¢) Judgement upon the nations 3:1{16
d) The blessings on God's people 3:17{21
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Amos

Author: Amos, a herdsman from Tekoa (a small town 17 km from Jerusalg¢m
Time: 765{750 BC.

Summary: The book of Amos was written during a period of national optinsm in

Israel. King Jeroboam Il was ruler, and it was a time of greatnosperity
in which the kingdom had reached new political and military kights.
It was also a time of idolatry, extravagant luxury, immoralty, corrup-
tion and oppression of the poor. Amos was called by God to proance
judgement on the northern kingdom of Israel by denouncingigel's lux-
urious living, idolatry and moral depravity. Amos urges thepeople to
repent before the judgements of God came upon them. \Seek Gadd
live" was Amos' plea to the nation. He also foretells the disggysion of
the Israelites, but points to a day when God would regather #m in the
land of their forefathers.

Key verses: \I hate, | despise your religious feasts; | cannot stand yousssemblies . ..
Let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a nevdriling stream!"

(5:21,24)
1. Judgements against the nations ...................... . ... 1:1{2:16
a) Introduction 1:1{2
b) Judgement on neighbouring nations 1:3{2:3
¢) Judgement on Judah and Israel 2:4{16
2. Three oracles of judgement against Israel .............  ........... 3:1{5:17
a) A declaration of judgement 3:1{15
b) The depravity of Israel 4:1{13
c) A lamentation for Israel's sin and doom 5:1{17
3. Two oracles of woe against Israel ..................... ... ....... 5:18{6:14
a) An oracle of woe against Israel's perverted religion 58
b) An oracle of woe against Israel's complacent pride 6:1{14
4. Five visions of judgement against Israel .............. ... ... ..., 7:1{9:10
a) The devouring locusts 7:1{3
b) The aming re 7:4{6
c) The plumb line 7:7{17
d) The basket of ripe fruit 8:1{14
e) The judgement of the Lord 9:1{10

5. The promise of Israel's restoration .................. ... ... ...... 9:11{15
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Obadiah
Author: Obadiah
Time: 585{565 BC.
Summary: Obadiah was a prophet who pronounced judgement upon the nati of
Edom for its enmity against Israel. Edom is the nation desceled from
Esau, the twin brother of Jacob (Israel). Edom was to be purtied for
the violence they committed against Israel when invading land.
Key verse: \The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who live in thelefts of
the rocks and make your home on the heights, you who say to yaeif,
"Who can bring me down to the ground?'" (1:3)
1. Judgement on EAOm ... i s 2{14
a) Edom's destruction announced 2{7
b) Edom's destruction rea rmed 8{14
2. The Day of the Lord ..........cciiiiiii i e 15{21
a) Judgement on the nations but deliverance for Zion 15{18
b) The Lord's kingdom established 19{21
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Jonah

Author: Jonah

Time: 775{760 BC.

Summary: The book describes Jonah's commission to warn the city of Niweh (the
capital of Assyria) to repent and obey God's commandments etse they
would be destroyed. Jonah is reluctant to preach this messagdpecause
Assyria is an enemy of Israel. So he heads for Tarshish inglegoing
in the opposite direction. A storm arises, he is thrown ovedard and is
swallowed by a great sh, remaining in the belly of the sh forthree days.
He miraculously escapes and goes to Nineveh. He preachesrniessage
to the people of Nineveh who believe his message and repertheir sins.
Jonah is angry but God teaches him about love and forgiveness

Key verse: \Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people he
cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well.
Should I not be concerned about that great city?" (4:11)

Main people: Jonah, sailors, people of Nineveh

1. Jonah attempts to avoid his mission ................... ... .. ... 1:1{2:10

a) Jonah's commission 1:1{3
b) A storm at sea 1:4{14
¢) Jonah thrown overboard 1:.15{2:1
d) Jonah's prayer of thanksgiving 2:2{10
2. Jonah reluctantly fulls his mission ................. ... ... ... 3:1{4:11
a) Jonah's renewed commission and obedience 3:1{4
b) The Ninevites' repentant appeal to the Lord 3:5{9
c) The Ninevites' repentance acknowledged 3:10{4:4
d) Jonah's complaint and rebuke 4:5{11
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Micah
Author: Micah
Time: 735{700 BC.
Summary: Micah was contemporary with Isaiah and was to the southern kgdom
of Judah what Amos had previously been to the northern kingao of
Israel. Both were erce critics of the rich and powerful who xploited
the poor. Micah's leading ideas are the regeneration of Isi&s remnant
through judgement, the establishment of the kingdom of Godhithe line
of David, and the conversion of the nations through that kingom. The
conclusion of his prophecy is a triumphant expression of faj seen in its
true quality against the background of the materialism andie corruption
of the reign of Ahaz.
Key verse: \In the last days the mountain of the Lord 's temple will be established as
chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the hillgnd peoples
will stream to it." (4:1)
1. Judgement against Israel and Judah ...................  .......... 1:2{3:12
a) Introduction 1:1{2
b) Predicted destruction 1:3{7
c) Lamentation for the destruction 1:8{16
d) Corruption in Judah 2:1{11
e) Hope in the midst of gloom 2:12{13
f) The leaders condemned 3:1{12
2. Hope for Israel and Judah ................. ... ..ooe0 Lo, 4:1{5:15
a) The coming Kingdom 4:1{5:1
b) The coming King 5:2{15
3. The Lord's case against Israel ...............cooiiiih it 6:1{16
a) The Lord's accusation 6:1{8
b) The coming judgement 6:9{16
4. Gloom turns to triumph ... . s 7:1{20
a) Micah laments the corruption of Judah 7:21{7
b) A bright future for God's people 7:8{20
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Nahum

Author: Nahum

Time: 620 BC.

Summary: The book of Nahum was written approximately 140 years afterhe
recorded events in the book of Jonah. During that period ofre, Nin-
eveh had turned from its repentant attitude and had taken thenorthern
kingdom of Israel into captivity. Whereas Jonah proclaimed message
of mercy and repentance, Nahum proclaimed doom upon Ninevetihe
capital of Assyria. Those who were once used as God's tool aph the
people of Israel and Jerusalem would now be destroyed becawos$ their
great wickedness.

Key verses: \The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who
trust in him, but with an overwhelming ood he will make an end of
Nineveh; he will pursue his foes into darkness." (1:7{8)

1. God's anger against Nineveh ......... ... i 1

2. Nineveh to fall . ... e 2

3. Woe to NINeVEN ... e 3
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Habakkuk

Author: Habakkuk

Time: 620{605 BC.

Summary: The book begins with Habakkuk complaining of injustice in Jdah and
God's failure to judge the wicked nation of Babylon. Habakkikiis shown
that God's people must continue to trust in his mercy regaraiss of the
circumstances about them. The wicked appear to prosper wéithe righ-
teous endure di culties. However this prosperity of the wiged is only
temporary. God will not abandon those who obey and follow hisom-
mandments: \the just shall live by faith".

Key verse: \Lord , | have heard of your fame; | stand in awe of your deeds, O

Lord . Renew them in our day, in our time make them known; in wrath
remember mercy." (3:2)

1. Habakkuk's rst complaint: Why does evil in Judah go unpunished?.... 1:1{4

2. God's answer: The Babylonians will punish Judah..................... 1:5{11

3. Habakkuk's second complaint: How can a just God use wicked Babylon to punish
people more righteous than themselves?. ............................ 1:12{2:1

4. God's answer: Babylon will be punished, faith will be rewarded......... 2:2{20

5. Habakkuk's prayer ...........ccoo i i 3:1{19
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Zephaniah

Author: Zephaniah

Time: 635{615 BC.

Summary: Zephaniah prophesied during the reign of King Josiah. Joiavas re-
sponsible for a great religious reform following the wickeekigns of Man-
asseh and Amon, who led the nation into various forms of iddlg.
Zephaniah pronounces judgements against Jerusalem for itheins and
exhorts national repentance. He further speaks of the \dayf the Lord"
when God will intervene to judge sin.

Key verse: \Seek the Lord , all you humble of the land, you who do what he com-

mands. Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you \bid sheltered

on the day of the Lord's anger." (2:3)

1. Announcement of total judgement ..................... ...l 1:1{3
2. The day of the Lord coming on Judah and the nations ........ 1:4{18
a) Judgement on idolaters in Judah 1:4{9
b) Wailing through Jerusalem 1:10{13
c) The inescapable day of the Lord's wrath 1:14{18
3. God's judgement on the nations ....................... ... ....... 2:1{3:8
a) Call to repentance 2:1{3
b) Judgement on Philistia 2:4{7
¢) Judgement on Moab and Ammon 2:8{11
d) Judgement on Cush 2:12
e) Judgement on Assyria 2:13{15
f) Judgement on Jerusalem 3:1{5
g) Jerusalem's refusal to repent 3:6{8
4. Redemption of the remnant ........................... .ol 3:9{20
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Haggai

Author: Haggai

Time: 520 BC.

Summary: Haggai's four messages were given during a four-month petiacn 520

BC. He was contemporary with Zechariah. Both Haggai and Zeahah
encouraged the Jews who had returned to Judah from their capity in
Babylon to rebuild the Temple (Ezra 5:1{2; 6:14). Haggai exdrts them
to \consider their ways" and to complete the Temple whose fowation
had been laid 18 years before. (The people responded and tlegrple was
completed in 516 BC.) Haggai further pronounces that pagammires
will be overthrown by God and Judah will be elevated during thb time
of the Messiah.

Key verses: \"Give careful thought to your ways. You have planted much, bt have

harvested little ... You earn wages, only to put them in a purs with
holes in it ... Build the house, so that | may take pleasure intiand be
honoured,' says theLord ." (1:5{8)

abkhwbhPE

First message: the call to rebuild thetemple ......... ... oot 1:1{11
The response of Zerubbabel and the people .........ccouu it 1:12{15
Second message: The temple to be lled with glory ...t 2:1{9
Third message: a de led people puried and blessed ..................... 2:10{19
Fourth message: the promise to Zerubbabel ................ .. ... ... ... 2:20{23
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Zechariah

Author: Zechariah

Time: 520{490 BC.

Summary: Zechariah was a younger contemporary of Haggai. He also emaged
the people to rebuild the Temple. Like Daniel and Revelatigrthis book
contains symbolic visions. It contains detailed referenseto the com-
ing Messiah. The book concludes with descriptions of the enes of
Jerusalem being judged and of the future glory of God's kingah.

Key verse: \Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to youghteous
and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colthe foal
of a donkey." (9:9)

1. Introduction: The calltorepent ............ ... i 1:1{6

2. The night visions of Zechariah ....................... . ... ... ..... 1:7{6:8

a) Vision of the horses 1:7{17
b) Vision of the horns and craftsmen 1:18{21
c) Vision of the surveyor 2:1{13
d) Vision of Joshua the high priest 3:1{10
e) Vision of the golden lampstand and two olive trees 4:1{14
f) Vision of the ying scroll 5:1{4
g) Vision of the woman in a basket 5:5{11
h) Vision of the four chariots 6:1{8
3. The crowning of Joshua ...t i 6:9{15
4. Questions concerning fasting ...............c o i e i 7:1{8:23
a) The question 7:1{3
b) The lesson from history 7:4{14
c) God promises to bless Israel 8:1{23
5. The future of the nations, Israel and Messiah's kingdom ..  ...... 9:1{14:21
a) The rst oracle 9:1{11:17
b) The second oracle 12:1{14:21
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Malachi

Author: Malachi

Time: 430 BC.

Summary: Malachi's message comes to the people in a time of great dpial de-
cline. It is approximately 80 years after the rebuilding ofthe temple and
the promises of the coming Messiah have not yet been realisé a re-
sult, the people had become slack and had an increasingly wakattitude
toward God and worship. Malachi states that their sacri cesvere unac-
ceptable to God, husbands were unfaithful, and the priestsad neglected
God's covenants.

Key verse: \ "See, | will send my messenger, who will prepare the way begomen.
Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his templéhe
messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come," sélys Lord
Almighty." (3:1)

1. God's love for Israel armed ........... ...ttt 1:1{5

2. Israel's unfaithfulness rebuked .................... ..ol 1:6{2:16

a) The unfaithful priests 1:6{2:9
b) The unfaithful people 2:10{16
3. The Lord's coming announced ............ccoouiiiiiinnn ievnnnnnn. 2:17{4:6
a) The Lord will purify the priests and judge the people 2:173:5
b) A call to repentance 3:6{18
c) The day of the Lord announced 4:1{6
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GOSPELS

The word \gospel" comes from the Old English word \God-spélland is a translation of
the Greek word for \good news". One of the oldest uses of the wiin the ancient world
was by a king's herald, who announced the \glad tidings" of tl king's birthday as he
went through the cities of the realm. This is just the meaningn our New Testament.
The four Gospels announce the good news that God had sent higddiah, Jesus, to the
world, just as the Old Testament had promised.

The Gospels describe the birth of Jesus and his three and a thgéar ministry. Very
little is recorded about his life before he began his ministrat the age of about 30. Even
in recording his ministry, the Gospels are highly selectivin the events recorded. They
concentrate heavily on the last week of his ministry and thevents surrounding his death.
The Gospel of John, for example, spends 6 of its 21 chapters3{18) describing events
which took place on one night|the night before Jesus died.

Why are there four gospels? Perhaps for the same reason deeat descriptions of a
beautiful scenery would appeal to di erent people. Matthewdescribes one perspective of
the life of Christ, Mark another, and Luke a third. These thre gospels are so much alike
that they are called the Synoptic (\see with" or \see alike") Gospels. They all look at the
life of Christ from a historical perspective. On the other had, John's gospel dwells more
on the inner meaning of Jesus' life and teaching, and tends tiescribe di erent events in
his ministry from those described in the Synoptic Gospels.
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Matthew

Author: Matthew

Time: 6 BC { AD 30

Summary: Matthew writes for a Jewish audience. His purpose is to witss that

Jesus was the promised Messiah of the Old Testament and tha¢ ful-
lled many Old Testament prophecies. Matthew makes no fewethan
60 references to the Old Testament writings as ful lled in Chst, so
that the word \ful lled" becomes characteristic of the book The Jews
placed great importance on Scripture, and this gospel abods in such
references. Matthew emphasises the words of the Lord regagl the
kingdom of heaven, possibly to counter the popular Jewish lef of the
day that the Messiah would be a militant leader who would ovénrow
the current Roman occupation and re-establish the throne @avid.

The whole Gospel is woven around ve great speeches of Jes{is:ch. 5{
7; (2) ch. 10; (3) ch. 13; (4) ch. 18; (5) ch. 24{25. Each speecbncludes
with the words \When Jesus had nished saying these things .

Key verses: \All this took place to ful Il what the Lord had said through t he prophet:
“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will
call him Immanuel’|which means "God with us'." (1:22{23)

1. The birth and early years of JESUS ............oiiiiiiir it 1{2
a) His genealogy 1:1{17
b) His birth 1:18{2:12
c) His sojourn in Egypt 2:13{23

2. The beginnings of Jesus' Ministry ............... ..o eviiiinn. 3:1{4:11
a) The ministry of John the Baptist 3:1{12
b) The baptism of Jesus 3:13{17
c) The temptation of Jesus 4:1{11

3. Jesus' ministry in Galilee ............... ... ... oo 4:12{14:12
a) The beginning of the Galilean campaign 4:12{25
b) Jesus' teaching on discipleship 5{7
c) A selection of Jesus' miracles 8{9
d) The 12 apostles chosen 10
e) Responses to Jesus 11{12
f) Parables 13:1{53
g) Further responses to Jesus 13:54{58
h) Death of John the Baptist 14:1{12

The Bible Readers' Handbook 74



Section F. Books of the Bible

4. Jesus' withdrawals from Galilee .....................
a) To the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee
b) To Phoenicia
c) To the Decapolis
d) To Caesarea Philippi
e) Jesus predicts his death
f) Jesus is trans gured

5. Jesus' last ministry in Galilee ......................
a) Prediction of Jesus' death
b) Temple tax
c) Teaching on relationships among the disciples

6. Jesus' ministry in Judea and Perea ....................
a) Teaching on divorce
b) Teaching on little children
c) The rich young man
d) The parable of the workers in the vineyard
e) Prediction of Jesus' death
f) A mother's request
g) Healing blind men at Jericho

7. Jesus' lastweek ...
a) The triumphal entry
b) The cleansing of the temple
c) The last controversies with the Jewish leaders
d) A prophecy concerning the end of the age
e) The anointing of Jesus' feet
f) The Last Supper and Gethsemane
g) The arrest, trials and death of Jesus

8. The resurrection of JESUS ... ..o

14:13{17:21

14:13{15:20
15:21{28

15:29{16:12

16:13{20
16:21{28
17:1{21

17:22{18:35

17:22{23
17:24{27
18

19:1{12
19:13{15
19:16{30

20:1{16
20:17{19
20:20{28
20:29{34

................ 21{27

21:1{11
21:12{17
21:18{Z3
24{25
26:1{16
26:17{46
26:47{27:66
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Mark

Author: Mark

Time: AD 26{30

Summary: Mark's picture of the life of Christ is more complete than theother

Gospels, even though it is the shortest, and therefore morerxise. Mark
emphasises the larger-than-life, wondrous nature of JesuBhe book of
Mark is thought to be aimed at a non-Jewish audience (in paxular,

Romans). There are very few references to the Old Testamerdriptures

contained in this Gospel. Jewish words are explained (3:15°41; 7:11,34;
10:36); and also Jewish customs (7:3{4; 14:12; 15:42). lragxpressions
are frequently used such as Legion, Centurion, etc. The Romaadmired
action, and this Gospel depicts Jesus as a worker.

Key verses: \Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of GodThe time
has come,' he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and ibeé
the good news!"" (1:14{15)

1. The beginnings of Jesus' ministry .................... i, 1.1{13
a) The ministry of John the Baptist 1:1{8
b) The baptism of Jesus 1:9{11
c) The temptation of Jesus 1:12{13

2. Jesus' early ministry in Galilee ..................... ... 1:14{3:12
a) Call of the rst disciples 1:14{20
b) Miracles in Capernaum 1:21{34
c) A tour of Galilee 1:35{45
d) Ministry in Capernaum 2:1{22
e) Sabbath controversy 2:23{3:12

3. Jesus' later ministry in Galilee ..................... ... 3:13{6:29
a) Selection of the 12 apostles 3:13{19
b) Teachings in Capernaum 3:20{35
c) Parables of the kingdom 4:1{34
d) Trip across the Sea of Galilee 4:35{5:20
e) More Galilean miracles 5:21{43
f) Unbelief in Jesus' home town 6:1{6
g) Six teams of apostles tour Galilee 6:7{13
h) King Herod's reaction to Jesus' ministry 6:14{29
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4. Jesus' withdrawals from Galilee ..................... ... ... 6:30{9:32
a) To the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee 6:30{52
b) To the western shore of the Sea of Galilee 6:53{7:23
c) To Phoenicia 7:24{30
d) To the region of the Decapolis 7:31{8:10
e) To the area of Caesarea Philippi 8:11{9:32

5. Jesus' last ministry in Galilee ............... ... oo 9:33{50

6. Jesus' ministry in Judea and Perea .................... i 10
a) Teaching on divorce 10:1{12
b) Teaching on children 10:13{16
¢) The rich young man 10:17{31
d) Prediction of Jesus' death 10:32{34
e) A request of two brothers 10:35{45
f) Healing a blind man at Jericho 10:46{52

7.Jesus' last WeeK . ... 11{15
a) The triumphal entry 11:1{11
b) The cleansing of the temple 11:12{19
c) The last controversies with the Jewish leaders 11:20{¥
d) A prophecy concerning the end of the age 13
e) The anointing of Jesus 14:1{11
f) The Last Supper and Gethsemane 14:12{42
g) The arrest, trial and death of Jesus 14:43{15:47

8. The resurrection of JESUS ... ... i 16
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Luke

Author: Luke

Time: 6 BC { AD 30

Summary: Luke (who also wrote the book of Acts) was a Greek physician. i#

book emphasises the humanity of Jesus and his compassionwadl as
the power of the Holy Spirit and prayer. He describes Jesust@eptance
of Gentiles, women, children and the poor. The writing is chacterised
by historical detail and a warm, sensitive understanding aJesus and of
those around him.

Luke's Gospel was written particularly for Greeks who dellged in wis-
dom, beauty and system. Luke tells the story of Jesus, unfofd) his
development in a systematic manner. Luke was an artist withhie pen,
drawing the portrait of Jesus as the perfect man.

Key verses:  \If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and takepuhis
cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his lifalWose it,
but whoever loses his life for me will save it." (9:23{24)

1. The preface ... e 1:1{4
2. Thecoming Of JESUS . ... i e e 1:5{2:52
a) The predictions of Jesus' birth 1:5{56
b) The birth of John the Baptist 1:57{80
c) The birth and childhood of Jesus 2
3. The preparation of Jesus for his public ministry ........  ......... 3:1{4:13
a) His forerunner 3:1{20
b) His baptism 3:21{22
c) His genealogy 3:23{38
d) His temptation 4:1{13
4. Jesus' ministry in Galilee ......... ... .. i iiiies 4:14{9:9
a) The beginning of the ministry in Galilee 4:14{41
b) The rst tour of Galilee 4:42{5:39
c) A controversy about the Sabbath 6:1{11
d) The choice of the 12 apostles 6:12{16
e) The sermon on the plain 6:17{49
f) Miracles in Capernaum and Nain 7:1{18
g) The inquiry of John the Baptist 7:19{29
h) Jesus and the Pharisees 7:30{50
I) The second tour of Galilee 8:1{3
j) The parables of the kingdom 8:4{21
K) The trip across the Sea of Galilee 8:22{39
[) The third tour of Galilee 8:40{9:9
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5. Jesus' withdrawals from Galilee ..................... ... 9:10{50
a) To the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee 9:10{17
b) To Caesarea Philippi 9:18{50
6. Jesus' ministry in Judea ............. i e 9:51{13:21
a) Journey through Samaria to Judea 9:51{62
b) The mission of the 70 10:1{24
c) The lawyer and the parable of the Good Samaritan 10:25{37
d) Jesus at Bethany with Mary and Martha 10:38{42
e) Teachings in Judea 11:1{13:21
7. Jesus' ministry in Perea ... i e 13:22{19:27
a) The narrow door 13:22{30
b) Warning about Herod 13:31{35
c) At a Pharisee's house 14:1{23
d) The cost of discipleship 14:24{35
e) Some parables 15{16
f) Miscellaneous teachings 17:1{10
g) Ten healed of leprosy 17:11{19
h) The coming of the kingdom 17:20{37
i) The persistent widow 18:1{8
j) The Pharisee and tax collector 18:9{14
k) Jesus and the children 18:15{17
[) The rich young ruler 18:18{30
m) Prediction of Jesus' death 18:31{34
n) Healing a blind man at Jericho 18:35{43
0) Zacchaeus 19:1{10
p) The parable of the 10 minas 19:11{27
8. Jesus' last week ....... ... 19:28{23:56
a) The triumphal entry 19:28{44
b) The cleansing of the temple 19:45{48
c) The last controversies with the Jewish leaders 20
d) A prophecy concerning the end of the age 21
e) The Last Supper and Gethsemane 22:1{46
f) The arrest, trial and death of Jesus 22:47{23:56
9. The resurrection Of JESUS ... ..ot i 24
a) Jesus is raised 24:1{12
b) The post-resurrection ministry 24:13{49
c) Jesus ascends to heaven 24:50{52
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John
Author: John
Time: AD 26{30
Summary: John says that he wrote so that people might come to believe @hrist
(20:30{31). He was not as interested in the historical ordesf the events
in the life of Christ, or in his deeds, as he was in the inner mei&g of
his teaching. John emphasises Jesus as the son of God, senGloy to
be the saviour of the earth.
There are several key words in John's Gospel, including \bele" which
occurs over eighty times. The word implies a belief that hasesteloped
into faith or conviction. Another peculiarity is the frequent use of the
word \Jew". It is only found once in Matthew, and twice in Mark and
Luke, but over sixty times in John.
John concerns himself more with the Judean ministry which Mthew
and Mark hardly touch upon, and he records only eight miracte(which
he terms \signs") to show that Jesus was the Son of God. John ke
only book of the four Gospels that does not contain any parads.
Key verses:  \I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungty.
(6:35)
\I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me willive."
(11:25)
\I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Fater
except through me." (14:6)
\These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Chat, the Son
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name." @31)
1. Prologue ... e 1:1{18
2. Beginnings of Jesus' ministry ........... ... i ittt e 1:.19{51
a) His forerunner 1:19{34
b) Jesus' introduction to some future disciples 1:35{61
3. Jesus' ministry: signs and diSCOUISES ............ccovv viiiiiinnennnnns 2{11
a) Changing water into wine 2:1{11
b) Cleansing the temple 2:12{25
c) Interview with Nicodemus 3:1{21
d) Parallel ministry with John the Baptist 3:22{4:3
e) Journey through Samaria: woman at the well 4:4{42
f) Healing of the o cial's son 4:43{54
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g) Trip to Jerusalem
h) Feeding of the 5000 and sermon on the bread of life
i) Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles
j) Healing of the man born blind
k) Parable of the Good Shepherd
[) Debating at the Feast of Dedication
m) Ministry in Perea
n) The raising of Lazarus

4. Jesus' lastweek ............ i
a) The anointing of Jesus' feet
b) The triumphal entry
c) The coming of the Greeks
d) Continued Jewish unbelief
e) Discourse at the Last Supper
f) Discourse on the way to Gethsemane
g) Jesus' prayer of intercession
h) His arrest, trial and cruci xion

5. The resurrection ............u ..

6. Epilogue . ... ...

5

748
9
10:1{21

10:22{39
10:40{42
11

................ 12{19
12:1{11
12:12{19
12:20{36
12:37{50
13{14
15{16
17
18{19

............... 20:1{29

........... 20:30{21:25
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Acts of the Apostles

Author: Luke
Time: AD 30{60
Summary: The book of Acts was written by Luke as a sequel to follow his gpel.
Acts records the establishment and growth of the rst centwy church. It
illustrates the struggles and problems that they faced, andescribes the
power of the Holy Spirit at work in the early church and the misionary
work of Peter and Paul. In particular, the book traces the misionary
journeys of Paul as he helped form churches throughout Asiaiibr and
Rome.
Key verse: \But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on youand you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samariand to
the ends of the earth.” (1:8)
1. Prologue ... 1:1{2
2. The beginnings of the church in Jerusalem .............. .. ....... 1:3{8:4
a) Jesus' ministry after his resurrection 1:3{11
b) A new apostle 1:12{26
c) The lling with the Spirit 2
d) The healing of the lame man 3:1{4:31
e) The believers share their possessions 4:32{5:11
f) The arrest of the 12 apostles 5:12{42
g) The choice of the seven 6:1{7
h) Stephen's arrest and death 6:8{7:60
i) The scattering of the Jerusalem believers 8:1{4
3. Philip's mMinistry ... i e 8:5{40
a) In Samaria 8:5{25
b) To the Ethiopian eunuch 8:26{40
4. Saul's CONVEISION ... i i 9:1{31
5. Peter's ministry ...t e e 9:32{11:18
a) To Aeneas and Dorcas 9:32{43
b) To Cornelius 10:1{11:18
6. The church in Antioch ........ . ... ... ... .. oot Lol 11:19{30
7. Herod's persecution and subsequent death ............. ... .. ... 12
8. Paul's rst missionary jOUrNEY ...............cuvvver it 13{14
9. The Jerusalem conference ..............ccoiiiiiiiiin i 15:1{35
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10. Paul's second missionary jOUrNEY ............c.cceveer  vunnnnn. 15:36{18:22

11. Paul's third missionary journey .................... oo, 18:23{21:16

12. Paul arrested and sentto Rome .......................  ..... 21:17{28:31
a) Arrested in Jerusalem and sent to Caesarea 21:17{23:35
b) Imprisoned in Caesarea 24{26
c) Voyage to Rome 27:1{28:15
d) Two years under "house arrest' in Rome 28:16{31
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Romans

Author: Paul

Time: AD 57

Summary: Paul begins the letter by showing how Jews and Gentiles alilege sinners

in the eyes of God and therefore worthy of death. However, Paexplains
that our sins can be forgiven through Jesus Christ if we accepll that

he said and follow him in faith. With this in mind, Paul explains that
Israel too, though presently in a state of unbelief, has a pta in God's
plan of redemption. The letter concludes with an appeal to @ readers
to work out their Christian faith in practical ways.

Key verses: \For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and argusti ed
freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Chrislesus."

(3:23{24)
L1 INtrodUuCtioN ..o e 1:1{17
2. The unrighteousness of all mankind ...................  ......... 1:18{3:20
a) Gentiles 1:18{32
b) Jews 2:1{3:8
c) Summary: all people 3:9{20
3. JUSHICAtiON . 3:21{5:21
a) Through Christ 3:21{26
b) Received by faith 3:27{4:25
c) The fruits of righteousness 5:1{11
d) Summary: man's righteousness contrasted with God's gift 5:12{21
4, SaNCl CaliON ...ttt e 6{8
a) Freedom from sin's tyranny 6
b) Freedom from the law's condemnation 7
c) Life in the power of the Holy Spirit 8
5. The problem of the rejection of Israel ................. .. ... ......... 9{11
a) The justice and cause of the rejection 9{10
b) The restoration of Israel 11
6. The Gospel inpractice .............cccoiiiiiiiiiiiinn i 12:1{15:13
a) In the body|the church 12
b) In the world 13
c) Among weak and strong Christians 14:1{15:13
7. Conclusion and greetings .........oiiiii i 15:14{16:27
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1 Corinthians

Author: Paul
Time: AD 55
Summary: Written to the church at Corinth by the apostle Paul. He dealswith a

series of problems, sins and false teachings that were prease the newly

formed church. Most members were from a sinful pagan backgral and
were exhorted to put away their previous ways. Paul's purpes for writ-

ing were: (1) to instruct and restore the church in its areasfoveakness,
correcting wrong practices such as divisions, immoralityitigation and

abuse of the Lord's supper; (2) to correct false teaching cwgrning the
resurrection; and (3) to give instruction concerning the cering for the
poverty-stricken believers in Jerusalem.

Key verse: \I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christhat all
of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisionong
you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought.” (1:10)

1. INtroducCtion . ... .o i e 1:1{9
2. Responses to their letter ... i 1:10{6:20
a) The problem of division in the church 1:10{4:21
b) The problem of the immoral brother 5:1{13
c) The problem of lawsuits 6:1{11
d) The problem of sexual immorality 6:12{20
3. Instruction about marriage .............. i i s e 7
4. Instruction on questionable practices ............... ... 8:1{11:1
a) The principles involved 8
b) The principles illustrated 9
c) A warning from Israel's history 10:1{22
d) The principles applied 10:23{11:1
5. Instruction on public worship ............ ... ... Lo 11:2{14:40
a) Women in the church 11:2{16
b) The Lord's Supper 11:17{34
c) Spirit gifts 12:1{14:40
6. Instruction on the resurrection ..................cc0 i 15
7. Conclusion: practical and personal matters ........... ... ... ... .. ..... 16

The Bible Readers' Handbook 85



Section F. Books of the Bible

2 Corinthians

Author: Paul
Time: AD 55
Summary: This second letter to the church at Corinth was penned by Pauwdlso. It

was written after he made a visit to the small church in an attept to give
instruction and guidance on several divisive issues. Upagalrning that a
mayjority of members had repented, he wrote the letter of 2 Cthians.
It gives encouragement, yet teaches of the su ering that eaamember
must face for the Lord Jesus' sake. He concludes by noting thahen he
is weakest, then God is able to work through him most powerfiyl This
letter was probably written about six months after the rst letter to the
Corinthians.

Key verse: \We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God wereaking his

appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be renoiled to
God." (5:20)

1. Greeting and thanksgiving ...ttt i 1:1{11
2. Paul's explanation of his conduct and ministry .........  ....... 1:12{7 :16
a) His motives 1.12{2:4
b) Forgiving the o ender at Corinth 2:5{11
c) God's direction in his ministry 2:12{17
d) The Corinthian believers: a letter from Christ 3:1{11
e) Seeing the glory of God 3:12{4:6
f) Treasure in clay jars 4:7{16a
g) The prospect of death for a Christian 4:16b{5:10
h) The ministry of reconciliation 5:11{6:10
i) A spiritual father's appeal to his children 6:11{7:4
j) The meeting with Titus 7:5{16
3. The collection for the Christians at Jerusalem .........  .............. 8{9
a) Generosity encouraged 8:1{15
b) Titus and his companions sent to Corinth 8:16{9:5
c) Results of generous giving 9:6{15
4. Paul's vindication of his apostolic authority ......... ... ... ... ...... 10{13
a) Paul's defence of his authority 10
b) Paul forced into foolish boasting 11{12
5. Final warnings and conclusion ............ ... .. i it i i 13
a) Final warnings 13:1{10
b) Conclusion 13:11{14
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Galatians
Author: Paul
Time: AD 49
Summary: The letter to the believers in Galatia focuses on the divisis that Jewish
Christians were causing among new Gentile converts. Theskidaizers'
were trying to convince the Gentiles that they needed to be rcumcised
and to keep the ritual law in order to be saved. Paul argues thdoth
Jew and Gentile alike enjoy complete salvation in Christ. Ri&ance on
the Law of Moses was only a bondage to death and could not pramiu
life-giving freedom, as only Christ could grant that freedm. Paul was
showing that all legalistic variations of the Gospel are pgersions of it
and should be shown as such.
Key verse: \We, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justed by
faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by obseng the
law no one will be justied." (2:16)
L INtroducCtion ... e 1:1{9
a) Greetings 1.1{5
b) Purpose of letter 1:6{9
2. Paul's defence of his apostleship .................... ... ... 1:10{2:14
a) Paul called by God 1:10{24
b) Paul accepted by apostles 2:1{10
c) Paul opposes Peter at Antioch 2:11{14
3. Salvation by faithnotlaw ........................... ... 2:15{4:31
a) Justi ed by faith in Christ 2:15{21
b) The Galatians' experience at conversion 3:1{5
c) Experience of Abraham 3:6{9
d) Curse of the law 3:10{14
e) Promises before the law 3:15{18
f) Purpose of the law 3:19{25
g) Sons not slaves 3:26{4:11
h) Personal appeal 4:12{20
i) Allegory of Hagar and Sarah 4:21{31
4. The life of liberty and faith ............... ... ... oo ... 5:1{6:10
a) Exhortation to freedom 5:1{12
b) Liberty is not licence 5:13{15
c) Life by the Spirit, not by the esh 5:15{26
d) Doing good to all 6:1{10
5. CONCIUSION ... i e 6:11{18
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Ephesians

Author: Paul

Time: AD 61

Summary: The letter is divided into two sections. The rst section outines the spir-

itual riches in Christ and our part in God's eternal purposethe second
section discusses practical ways in which we can ful | Godjgurpose.
The intent was to illustrate the abundance of spiritual rictes that Christ
himself received or would receive, namely grace, glory, magrimmortal-
ity; and to foster the incentive to walk as Christ himself did By doing
so, believers would learn to walk worthy of their calling. Itis thought
that this letter was circulated to other churches in addition to the one in
Ephesus.

Key verses: \God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heasnly
realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he nhigshow
the incomparable riches of his grace." (2:6{7).

L. GreetiNgS oot e 1:1{2
2. Spiritual blessings in Christ .................ooiii 1:3{23
a) The divine purpose 1:3{14
b) Prayer that Christians may know God better 1:15{23
3. Steps toward the ful Iment of God's purpose ............ .. ... 2{3
a) Salvation of individuals by grace 2:1{10
b) Reconciliation of Jew and Gentile through Christ 2:11{22
c) Revelation of God's wisdom through the church 3:1{13
d) Prayer for deeper experience of God's fullness 3:14{21
4. Practical ways to full God's purpose ................. ... 4:1{6:20
a) Unity and maturity 4:1{16
b) Renewal of personal life 4:17{5:20
c) Consideration in personal relationships 5:21{6:9
d) Strength in spiritual con ict 6:10{20
5. Conclusion and nal greetings ............c.oiiiiiiiir il 6:21{24
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Philippians

Author: Paul

Time: AD 62

Summary: Paul's main purpose in writing this letter seems to have bedo thank the

Philippians for the gift they had sent him when they heard he &d been
imprisoned at Rome (1:5; 4:10{19). But Paul also discussesveral other
issues. He encourages the Philippians to stand rm in the faof persecu-
tion and exhorts them to humility and unity. He also commend§imothy
and Epaphroditus to the church and warns the Philippians agast peo-
ple who encourage a return to the Jewish law. The letter is ostianding
in its emphasis on joy; the word “joy' occurs 16 times.

Key verses: \Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God And the peace
of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard youhearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus." (4:6{7)

1. Greetings and thanksgiving ............. ..o s Ll i 1:1{11
2. Paul's personal CircUMStancCes ..............covvviee iiiiiannninnn. 1:12{26
3. EXhortations ... e 1:.27{2:18
a) Living a life worthy of the gospel 1:27{30
b) Following the servant attitude of Christ 2:1{18
4. Timothy and Epaphroditus ...................iiiiir i 2:19{30
5. Warnings against false teachers ..................... .. .. ... 3:1{4:1
6. Final exhortations, thanks and conclusion ............ ... .......... 4:2{23
a) Exhortations 4:2{9
b) Thanks 4:10{20
c) Greetings and benediction 4:21{23
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Section F. Books of the Bible

Colossians

Author: Paul

Time: AD 61

Summary: The letter to Colosse was written in response to heresy thatad been
brought to Paul's attention. The major errors that had creptinto the
church seemed to have been: (1) the exaltation of angels ohet \ele-
mental spirits”; (2) the emphasis on ascetic or liturgical pactices thought
to produce spirituality; and (3) those in error claimed a spaal knowl-
edge beyond that found in the gospel of Christ. Paul states #h these
are philosophies based on human tradition and are therefovgorthless.
He teaches love, humility, submission to authority, and ndy prayer to
establish a believer in the wisdom of God.

Key verse: \See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and desptive
philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basicripciples
of this world rather than on Christ." (2:8)

L. INrOAUCTION ..t e e e e e e 1:1{14

2. The supremacy Of ChriSt .. ... .o i e 1:15{23

3. Paul's labour forthe church ... ... ... .. 1.24{2:7

4. Freedom from human regulations through life in Christ ....................... 2:8{23

5. Rules for holy living . ... e e 3:1{4:6

B. FINal greetings ...t 4:7{18
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Section F. Books of the Bible

1 and 2 Thessalonians

Author:
Time:

Summary:

Key verse:

Paul
AD 51

Paul had left Thessalonica abruptly after a rather brief stg (see Acts
17:5{10). Recent converts were left with little support in he midst of
persecution. Paul's purpose in writing these letters was tencourage the
new converts in their trials, to give instruction concernig godly living,

and to give assurance about future events.

\May [the Lord] strengthen your hearts so that you will be blaneless and
holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesusmes
with all his holy ones.” (1 Thess 3:13)

\So then, brothers, stand rm and hold to the teachings we pased on to
you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.” (2 Thess 2:15)

1 Thessalonians

1. Thanksgiving for the Thessalonians .................. ... ... . io... 1
2. Paul's ministry to the Thessalonians ................. ... ........ 2:1{3:13
a) Paul's ministry when in Thessalonica 2:1{16
b) Paul's longing to see the Thessalonians 2:17{3:13
3. EXNOrtations . ... 4:1{5:22
a) Concerning personal life 4:1{12
b) Concerning the coming of Christ 4:13{5:11
c) Miscellaneous instructions 5:12{22
4. Concluding prayer and greetings ...........c.covviivinn i, 5:23{28
2 Thessalonians
1. IntroducCtion ... i 1
2. INSIFUCTION o ettt e 2
a) Prophecy regarding the day of the Lord 2:1{12
b) Thanks and prayer for the Thessalonians 2:13{17
3. EXhOrtations . ... e 3:1{15
a) Call to prayer 3:1{3
b) Warning against idleness 3:4{15
4. Conclusion and greeting ...........oiiiiiiiiiiiiiis i 3:16{18
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Section F. Books of the Bible

1 Timothy

Author: Paul

Time: AD 64

Summary: Timothy was a leader in the church at Ephesus. Paul wrote botletters to

warn, instruct and encourage Timothy in the work of leading the church
and ful lling his duty. In the rst letter, Paul gives warnin gs about false
teachers and detailed instructions about the selection otigli ed leaders
and requirements for the behaviour of di erent groups of pewe.

Key verses: \I am writing you these instructions so that, if | am delayed, you will
know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's housédovhich
is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of he truth.”

(3:14{15)
L1 INtrodUuCtioN .. o e 1:1{11
a) Greeting 1:.1{2
b) Warnings 1:3{11
2. Instructions for Timothy ..................... ... oo 1:12{6:10
a) Paul's calling and Timothy's 1:.12{2:7
b) Instructions for worship 2:8{15
c) Quali cations of leaders 3:1{16
d) Coming problems and advice about people 4:1{6:10
3. Paul's charge to Timothy .......... ... ... s Lol 6:11{21
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Section F. Books of the Bible

2 Timothy

Author: Paul

Time: AD 67

Summary: In his second letter to Timothy, Paul shows concern for belers during a

time of persecution under Nero. He is full of encouragememtrfTimothy,
urging him to remain true to his faith and to lead others in thesame path.
After warning him of coming godlessness, Paul concludes lwve reminder
that scripture is given to teach goodness and tells Timothyhtat he must
preach the gospel at all times.

Key verses: \All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, @buking, cor-
recting and training in righteousness, so that the man of Goday be
thoroughly equipped for every good work." (3:16{17)

1. Encouragement for Timothy ....... ... ... ... .. ... ... Lol 1{2
a) Introduction and encouragement 1.1{2:13
b) Instructing others 2:14{26
2. Coming godIESSNESS ...ttt e 3:1{13
3. Timothy's responsibility ...t 3:10{4:5
4. Paul's situation and nal remarks .................... ... . oo 4:6{22
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Section F. Books of the Bible

Titus

Author: Paul

Time: AD 64

Summary: This letter was written by Paul from Rome to Titus whom he had éft

to care for the churches on the island of Crete. The letter pvades Titus
with instruction and advice for his conduct in dealing with tie believers
in Crete.

Key verses: \The grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all nme It
teaches us to say No' to ungodliness and worldly passionsdato live
self-controlled, upright and godly lives." (2:11{12)

1. Greetings and introduction ................oiiiiiir i 1:1{4

2. TIHUS tasSK ..o e 1.5{3:15
a) Appointing leaders 1.5{16
b) What to teach di erent groups 2:1{15
c) Insist that believers do good 3:1{15
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Section F. Books of the Bible

Philemon

Author: Paul

Time: AD 61

Summary: Paul writes to Philemon whose slave, Onesimus, had run away Rome
where he met Paul and became a Christian. Paul sends Onesinbasck
to his rightful owner with a personal letter of recommendatin asking
Philemon to accept his slave back with love as a brother.

Key verse: \I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will
have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Chti% (1:6)

1. Greeting and thanksgiViNg ..........o.uiiii i i i {7

2. Paul's plea for ONESIMUS ... ...t e 8{21

3. Conclusion and nal greetings . .........oiriiiii i e 22{25
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Section F. Books of the Bible

Hebrews
Author: Unknown
Time: Before AD 70
Summary: This letter was written to Jewish Christians and argues thatthe new
covenant is superior to the old covenant which was the basi$ the Law
of Moses. It is sometimes called the \book of better things" dcause of
the frequent description of the new covenant as better or sepor to the
law. The main goal of the letter was to demonstrate that Jesuaas the
ful Iment of the symbols in the law and the prophecies of the Mssiah.
With Jesus sacriced as a sinless man, the need for repeatediraal
sacri ce was removed and the transient priesthood has beeeplaced by
the eternal priesthood of Jesus.
Key verses: \In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophet at many
times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spokenus by
his Son." (1:1{2)
\And without faith it is impossible to please God, because arone who
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards dse who
earnestly seek him." (11:6)
1. Prologue . ... e 1:1{14
a) The superiority of God's new revelation through Jesus 14
b) Old Testament support for this superiority 1:5{1
2. Jesus is superior to the old covenant .................. ... ....... 2:1{7:28
a) Jesus made like us so that we can be saved 2:1{18
b) Jesus greater than Moses 3:1{6
c) Warning about missing out on Sabbath rest 3:7{4:13
d) Jesus of a better priesthood than Aaron 4:14{7:28
3. Jesus the high priest of a new covenant .................  ....... 8:1{10:39
a) Christ the high priest 8:1{13
b) Examples from the tabernacle 9:1{10
¢) The blood of Christ o ered once for all 9:11{10:18
d) A believer's rights and responsibilities 10:19{39
4. Faith ... e 11:1{12:29
a) Examples of faith 11:1{40
b) God's discipline 12:1{13
c) Warning against refusing God's o er 12:14{29
5. CONCIUSION . e 13:1{25
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Section F. Books of the Bible

James

Author: James (probably the half-brother of Jesus)

Time: AD 43{50

Summary: The letter is a very practical review of the Christian faith n the life of

a believer. It addresses the everyday problems of temptatiplistening,

favouritism, faith, taming the tongue, submission, patiene and sickness.
James gives clear and encouraging advice on how to be godly. isl

not directed at any particular church, but rather to Jewish kelievers in

general.

Key verses: \Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselveDo what
it says." (1:22)

\Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. (2:17)

1. Trials and temptation ...t 1:1{18

2. Faith inaction ......... .. i e 1:19{5:12
a) Hearing and doing what is right 1:19{27
b) Favouritism forbidden 2:1{13
c) Faith without works is dead 2:14{26
d) Taming the tongue 3:1{12
e) Submitting to God and his wisdom 3:13{4:17
f) Warning to rich 5:1{6
g) Perseverance in su ering 5:7{12

3. The prayer of faith ............ ... ... .. ... .. ... ... ... ..., 5:13{20
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Section F. Books of the Bible

1 Peter
Author: Peter
Time: AD 60
Summary: This was a general letter written to Christians in Asia Minorto help
build a joyful hope in the face of persecution. After con rnmg the grace
of God in giving salvation to the chosen, Peter commands sulsion to
authorities|despite persecution. He also shows that endung su ering
for Christ holds the promise of life forever.
Key verses: \If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are tdeed ... If
you su er as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God thaou
bear that name." (4:14,16)
1. INtroducCtion ... i e 1:1{2
2. The hope of salvation ........... ... .. i it i 1:3{12
3. God's requirements for life ............ ... . 0 Lo 1:13{5:11
a) Being holy as God's people 1:13{2:12
b) Submission to authorities 2:13{25
c) Living for God 3:1{4:11
d) Su ering for being a Christian 4:12{19
e) Instruction to di erent groups 5:1{11
4. Final greetings ...t e 5:12{14
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Section F. Books of the Bible

2 Peter

Author: Peter

Time: AD 66

Summary: Peter encourages the Christians to be sure of salvation by tting true
doctrine into practice and dealing with false teachers. Thketter is writ-
ten to encourage Christian growth, while ghting wrong doctine and
false teachers.

Key verse: \The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understd slow-
ness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, leveryone
to come to repentance.” (3:9)

1. How to make one's salvation SUre ............c.oiiiiiceie i, 1:1{11

2. Peter's reason for Writing . ..... ..ot i e e 1.12{21

3. False teachers: their behaviourand end ......... ..., 2:1{22

4. The day of the Lord . ... i 3:1{22
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Section F. Books of the Bible

1 John

Author:

Time:

Summary:

Key verse:

John
AD 85{95

This seems to have been a letter to several communities whacdd a
common problem|probably the beginnings of some false teaéhg. John
wants to restate the importance of leading a moral and sinlegife, avoid-
ing the false teachings which would lead them away from the age of
Christ, their advocate and atoning sacri ce. John repeatdg encourages
them to love one another and to hold their faith in the Son of Ga.

\My dear children, | write this to you so that you will not sin. But if
anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in oufedee|
Jesus Christ, the Righteous One." (2:1)

L INtroducCtion ... o e 1:1{4
2. Walking in God's light .......... ..o 1:5{2:14
3. Warnings about the world and antichrists ..............  .......... 2:15{27
4. God's love for his children and their response ..........  ........ 2:28{5:21
a) Christians are children of God and should love others 2:@824
b) Test the spirits 4:1{6
c) God is love 4:7{21
d) Love for God's son gives life 5:1{21
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Section F. Books of the Bible

2 John

Author: John

Time: AD 85{95

Summary: During the early growth of the church, the gospel was spread lravelling

preachers. Preachers could also travel spreading di eretgachings. This
letter is addressed to \an elect lady" who is advised not to hee fellowship
with those teachers who bring wrong doctrine. The ideas ofve, truth,
and obedience are emphasised.

Key verses: \I am not writing you a new command but one we have had from the
beginning. | ask that we love one another. And this is love: #t we walk
in obedience to his commands.” (1:5{6)

L INtrOdUCHION i e e 1{4
2. Love de ned . ... 5{6
3. False teachers and antiChrists ......... ... i 7{11
4. CONCIUSION L 12{13
3 John

Author: John

Time: AD 85{95

Summary: John had previously sent brothers with letters to one of thehurches,

but Diotrophes (one of the church leaders) refused to accetbte brothers
or the letters they carried. This letter commends Gaius for lcoming
these brothers and also warns Diotrephes about his divisivehaviour.

Key verse: \Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for the biothers,
even though they are strangers to you." (1:5)

1. Greetings 10 GalUsS .. ..ottt e e e 1{8
2. Criticism of DIiOtrephes . ... ..o i 9{11
3. Praise Of DemMetriUS . .....out ittt e i e e 12
4. CONCIUSION L 13{14
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Section F. Books of the Bible

Jude

Author: Jude (probably the half-brother of Jesus)

Time: AD 70{80

Summary: Jude wrote his letter to rea rm and combat the danger of falseteachers

within the church. Using examples from history he emphasisehe trou-
ble such teachers can cause and reminds his audience of thedn® ght
for the truth they had received.

Key verses: \"In the last times there will be sco ers who will follow their own ungodly
desires." These are the men who divide you, who follow meretuial
instincts and do not have the Spirit." (1:18{19)

L INtrOAUCHION e e 1{2
2. Godless men|their sin and ultimate doom ............ .. ..o i i, 3{16
3. EXhortation t0 PErSeVEIanCe ..........ouieiee i 17{23
4. Praise and thanks 10 GOd ...t 24{25
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Section F. Books of the Bible

Revelation

Author: John
Time: AD 95

Summary: This is the nal book of the Bible, written to provide a continuing mes-

sage for the young church. Although it starts with letters fom Jesus
to seven churches in Asia, the majority of the book describesnazing
visions of the future. John, one of Jesus' apostles, receiva detailed
vision of events surrounding the return of Christ and the eablishment
of the Kingdom of God. The vision is highly symbolic and revésa the
corruption of the church and the judgements of those who areehl ac-
countable. The nal triumph of Jesus and the reward of righteus people
is a tting climax to the book and the entire Bible.

Key verse: \They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcane

them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings|and with himwill
be his called, chosen and faithful followers." (17:14)

Sdntroduction ... e e 1:1{20
a) Prologue 1:1{3
b) Greeting 1:4{8
c) Jesus the author 1:9{20

. Letters to the seven churches ........................ . ... 2:1{3:22
a) To Ephesus 2:1{7
b) To Smyrna 2:8{11
c) To Pergamum 2:12{17
d) To Thyatira 2:18{27
e) To Sardis 3:1{6
f) To Philadelphia 3:7{13
g) To Laodicea 3:14{22

. The throne, the scroll and the lamb .................... ... ..... 4:1{5:14
a) The throne in heaven 4:1{11
b) The scroll that no-one could open 5:1{4
c) The lamb who would open the scroll 5:5{14

. Openingthesevenseals ..............coi i il 6:1{8:1

. The seven trumpets ... i e 8:2{11:19

. Various portents and beasts ................. ... Lo 12:1{14:20
a) The woman and the dragon 12:1{17
b) Two beasts 13:1{18
c) The lamb, 144 000 redeemed and harvesting the earth 14:0{2
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Section F. Books of the Bible

7. The seven bowls ... i i 15:1{16:21
8. The judgement of Babylon the great prostitute ..........  ....... 17:1{19:4
9. The triumph of thelamb .............................. .. ..... 19:5{20:15
a) Praise to God 19:5{10
b) The rider on a white horse 19:11{21
c) The 1,000 years 20:1{10
d) Judgement of the dead 20:11{15
10. New heavens and new earth .............. ..o il 21:1{22:21
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